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The Meaning of America 

Christopher  Columbus 

1493 

   

....The people of this island [Hispaniola] and of all the other islands which I have found 

and seen, or have not seen, all go naked, men and women, as their mothers bore them, 

except that some women cover one place with the leaf of a plant or with a net of cotton 

which they make for that purpose. They have no iron or steel or weapons, nor are they 

capable of using them, although they are well-built people of handsome stature, because 

they are wondrous timid. They have no other arms than the arms of canes, [cut] when 

they are in seed time, to the end of which they fix a sharp little stick; and they dare not 

make use of these, for oftentimes it has happened that I have sent ashore two or three men 

to some town to have speech, and people without number have come out to them, as soon 

as they saw them coming, they fled; even a father would not stay for his son; and this was 

not because wrong had been done to anyone; on the contrary, at every point where I have 

been and have been able to have speech, I have given them of all that I had, such as cloth 

and many other things, without receiving anything for it; but they are like that, timid 

beyond cure. It is true that after they have been reassured and have lost this fear, they are 

so artless and so free with all they possess, that no one would believe it without having 

seen it. Of anything they have, if you ask them for it, they never say no; rather they invite 

the person to share it, and show as much love as if they were giving their hearts; and 

whether the thing be of value or of small price, at once they are content with whatever 

little thing of whatever kind may be given to them. I forbade that they should be given 

things so worthless as pieces of broken crockery and broken glass, and lace points, 

although when they were able to get them, they thought they had the best jewel in the 

world.... And they know neither sect nor idolatry, with the exception that all believe that 

the source of all power and goodness is in the sky, and in this belief they everywhere 

received me, after they had overcome their fear. And this does not result from their being 

ignorant (for they are of a very keen intelligence and men who navigate all those seas, so 

that it is wondrous the good account they give of everything), but because they have 

never seen people clothed or ships like ours. 
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Mayflower Compact 1620 

Agreement Between the Settlers at New Plymouth : 1620 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal 

Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, 

France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. Having undertaken for the Glory 

of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and 

Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these 

Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one another, covenant and 

combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and 

Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof do enact, 

constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and 

Officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general 

Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience. IN 

WITNESS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh of 

November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and 

Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini; 1620.  
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“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 

Enfield, Connecticut 

July 8, 1741 

 

 

 

The use of this awful subject may be for awakening unconverted persons in this 

congregation. This that you have heard is the case of every one of you that are out of 

Christ. -- That world of misery, that take of burning brimstone, is extended abroad under 

you. There is the dreadful pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there is hell's 

wide gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to stand upon, nor any thing to take hold 

of; there is nothing between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere 

pleasure of God that holds you up.  

You probably are not sensible of this; you find you are kept out of hell, but do not see the 

hand of God in it; but look at other things, as the good state of your bodily constitution, 

your care of your own life, and the means you use for your own preservation. But indeed 

these things are nothing; if God should withdraw his hand, they would avail no more to 

keep you from falling, than the thin air to hold up a person that is suspended in it.  

Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as lead, and to tend downwards with great 

weight and pressure towards hell; and if God should let you go, you would immediately 

sink and swiftly descend and plunge into the bottomless gulf, and your healthy 

constitution, and your own care and prudence, and best contrivance, and all your 

righteousness, would have no more influence to uphold you and keep you out of hell, 

than a spider's web would have to stop a falling rock. Were it not for the sovereign 

pleasure of God, the earth would not bear you one moment; for you are a burden to it; the 

creation groans with you; the creature is made subject to the bondage of your corruption, 

not willingly; the sun does not willingly shine upon you to give you light to serve sin and 

Satan; the earth does not willingly yield her increase to satisfy your lusts; nor is it 

willingly a stage for your wickedness to be acted upon; the air does not willingly serve 

you for breath to maintain the flame of life in your vitals, while you spend your life in the 

service of God's enemies. God's creatures are good, and were made for men to serve God 

with, and do not willingly subserve to any other purpose, and groan when they are abused 

to purposes so directly contrary to their nature and end. And the world would spew you 

out, were it not for the sovereign hand of him who hath subjected it in hope. There are the 

black clouds of God's wrath now hanging directly over your heads, full of the dreadful 

storm, and big with thunder; and were it not for the restraining hand of God, it would 

immediately burst forth upon you. The sovereign pleasure of God, for the present, stays 

his rough wind; otherwise it would come with fury, and your destruction would come like 

a whirlwind, and you would be like the chaff on the summer threshing floor.  

The wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present; they increase more 

and more, and rise higher and higher, till an outlet is given; and the longer the stream is 

stopped, the more rapid and mighty is its course, when once it is let loose. It is true, that 

judgment against your evil works has not been executed hitherto; the floods of God's 

vengeance have been withheld; but your guilt in the mean time is constantly increasing, 
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and you are every day treasuring up more wrath; the waters are constantly rising, and 

waxing more and more mighty; and there is nothing but the mere pleasure of God, that 

holds the waters back, that are unwilling to be stopped, and press hard to go forward. If 

God should only withdraw his hand from the flood-gate, it would immediately fly open, 

and the fiery floods of the fierceness and wrath of God, would rush forth with 

inconceivable fury, and would come upon you with omnipotent power; and if your 

strength were ten thousand times greater than it is, yea, ten thousand times greater than 

the strength of the stoutest, sturdiest devil in hell, it would be nothing to withstand or 

endure it.  
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A Philadelphia Gentleman on the Stamp Act 

 

 

The following is part of a letter written in September, 1765, by a gentleman in 

Philadelphia to his friend in Bristol, England. 

 

I make no doubt you have been informed by letters as well as by our public newspapers 

of the great commotions throughout our colonies in general, which daily increase on 

account of the late Stamp Act for the raising of money amongst us.  What adds to our 

uneasiness is that we bear our brethren in England censure us severely from a mistaken 

opinion that we are unwilling to pay our proportion toward relieving the nation from the 

heavy burden of debt it now groans under.  This is by no means the case.  We are and 

always have been ready and willing to pay our yearly proportion of that debt.  What 

occasions this general uneasiness and commotion is: first, that we are being taxed by this 

act without our being represented on your side of the water, or being first heard foro 

ourselves; second, that all the monies being raised by this act are to be remitted home to 

the King’s exchequer in gold and silver, and not in bills of exchange; third, that if any 

offense is committed against this act, the offender, if the prosecution chooses it, is to be 

tried by a court of Admiralty without jury. 

 

The first, the colonists say, is an infringement of the rights and privileges they have been 

entitled to and enjoy by their Royal Charter.  Had the government at home fixed any 

particular sum to be yearly raised and paid by them, and left it to their several assemblies 

to raise such ways and means as they should think most easy, it might have been readily 

complied with.  To the second, it is impossible for the colonies to raise one fourth part of 

so much gold and silver as their tax would amount to, as they do not from all their trade 

import it.  Were the remittances to be made in bills of exchange, they might possibly 

make them.  The third article is so great a stride to arbitrary power, and so great an 

infringement on English liberty, that no Englishman can tamely submit to it.  Why should 

the King’s subjects on this side of the water be deprived of the liberty of being tried by 

civil authority and twelve honest jurymen more than in England?  Were an attempt to be 

made of this kind with you, every Englishman who has the least sense of his right of 

liberty would rise in opposition; and you may depend on it, that unless these three 

particulars are altered, the colonists will grow more and more uneasy. 
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Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania 

John Dickinson 

1767, 1768 

 

 

The Parliament unquestionably possesses the legal authority to regulate the trade of Great 

Britain and all her colonies.  Such an authority is essential to the relations between the 

mother country and her colonies and is necessary for the common good of all.  He who 

considers these provinces as states distinct from the British Empire has very slender 

notion of justice or of their interests.  We are but parts of the whole; and therefore there 

must exist a power somewhere to preserve the connection in due order.  This power is 

lodged in Parliament; and we are as much dependent on Great Britain as a perfectly loyal 

and free people can be. 

 

That we may be legally bound to pay any general duties relative to the regulation of trade 

is granted…What but the exclusive right of the colonies to tax themselves could be the 

reason that in the long period of more than one hundred and fifty years, no statute was 

ever passed [by Parliament] for the sole purpose of raising revenue in the colonies? 

 

No free people ever existed or can ever exist without keeping, to use the common phrase, 

“the purse strings” in their own hands.  Let these truths be impressed on our minds – that 

we cannot be happy without being free – that we cannot be free without being secure in 

our property – that we cannot be secure in secure in our property if, without our consent, 

others may take it away – that taxes imposed by Parliament do thus take it away – that 

duties laid for the purpose of raising money are taxes – that attempts to lay such duties 

should be instantly and firmly opposed – that this opposition can never be effectual 

unless it is the united effort of these provinces – that therefore benevolence of temper 

toward each other and unanimity of councils are essential to the whole – and lastly, for 

this reason every man amongst us who in any manner would encourage either dissention, 

diffidence, or indifference between these colonies is an enemy of himself and his country. 
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William Knox on American Taxation 

 

William Knox wrote this British response to John Dickinson in 1769. 

 

When the appeal of the Stamp Act was the colonists’ object, a distinction was set up 

between internal and external taxes.  They pretended no to dispute the right of Parliament 

to impose external taxes, or port duties, upon the colonies.  Nay, Doctor Franklin tells the 

House of Commons that “they have a natural right to some toll or duty on merchandise 

carried through the American seas, towards defraying the expense of maintaining the 

safety of that trade.”  This, however, was only the language of 1765 and 1766.  But when 

Parliament moved to adopt that distinction, and waiving for the present the exercise of its 

right to impose internal taxes, imposed certain duties on merchandise imported into the 

colonies (the Townshend duties), the distinction between internal and external taxes is 

rejected by the colony advocates, and a new one devised between taxes for the regulation 

of trade and taxes for the purpose of revenue. 

 

This new distinction, however, is of all the absurdities the most ridiculous that was ever 

contended for.  It is saying, in other words, that Parliament has the right to impose a 

heavy tax but not a small one.  It may lay one so grievous that nobody can afford to pay 

it; but it has no authority to impose one which can easily be borne.  Nay, in instances 

referred to by Mr. Dickinson in Farmer’s Letters, it should seem to mean that Parliament 

has no right to reduce a tax which it had the legal right to impose.  The right of 

Parliament to change a foreign molasses tax with a duty of sixpence to threepence is a 

violent usurpation of authority and an infringement on the rights and privileges of the 

people of the colonies. 

 

It is the purpose of Parliament in laying the tax which, it seems, gives it the right of 

laying it.  Curious reasoning this!  Now it should happen that Parliament imposed a tax 

with the intention that nobody should pay (that is, it should act as a prohibition) and it 

turned out that the people were willing to pay the tax, what should we do then?  If the tax 

be paid, it then becomes a revenue tax and no longer prohibitory and therefore an 

infringement on the rights of the colonies… 

 

I have indeed thought of a distinction which would suit the colonies’ purpose much 

better, and which, I believe, is really what they mean by the difference between taxation 

for revenue and taxation for regulation, and that is the distinction between imposing taxes 

and collecting them.  They would acknowledge with all their hearts the right of 

Parliament to do the one, provided it never attempted to do the latter.  It is this new 

invention of collecting taxes that make them burdensome to the colonies and an 

infringement of their rights.  The duty of sixpence a gallon on foreign molasses, which 

had been laid thirty years before Mr. Grenville was the first commissioner of the treasury, 

was no grievance because it had never been collected, but when that gentleman reduced 

the duties to threepence, all liberty was at an end – for he took measures for the colonies 

to pay those threepence. 
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Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death 

Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775. 

No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the very 

worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House. But different men often see the 

same subject in different lights; and, therefore, I hope it will not be thought disrespectful 

to those gentlemen if, entertaining as I do opinions of a character very opposite to theirs, I 

shall speak forth my sentiments freely and without reserve. This is no time for ceremony. 

The questing before the House is one of awful moment to this country. For my own part, 

I consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to 

the magnitude of the subject ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way 

that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great responsibility which we hold to 

God and our country. Should I keep back my opinions at such a time, through fear of 

giving offense, I should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my country, and of 

an act of disloyalty toward the Majesty of Heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings.  

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut 

our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of that siren till she transforms us 

into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for 

liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, having eyes, see not, and, 

having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern their temporal salvation? For 

my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to 

know the worst, and to provide for it.  

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp of experience. I 

know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And judging by the past, I wish 

to know what there has been in the conduct of the British ministry for the last ten years to 

justify those hopes with which gentlemen have been pleased to solace themselves and the 

House. Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately received? Trust it 

not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. 

Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition comports with those warlike 

preparations which cover our waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary 

to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be 

reconciled that force must be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive 

ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and subjugation; the last arguments to 

which kings resort. I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if its purpose be 

not to force us to submission? Can gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it? 

Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all this accumulation 

of navies and armies? No, sir, she has none. They are meant for us: they can be meant for 

no other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the British 

ministry have been so long forging. And what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try 

argument? Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years. Have we anything new to 

offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the subject up in every light of which it is 

capable; but it has been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble supplication? 

What terms shall we find which have not been already exhausted? Let us not, I beseech 

you, sir, deceive ourselves. Sir, we have done everything that could be done to avert the 

storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have 

supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have implored its 
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interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions 

have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our 

supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with contempt, from the 

foot of the throne! In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and 

reconciliation. There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free-- if we mean 

to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long 

contending--if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been 

so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the 

glorious object of our contest shall be obtained--we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must 

fight! An appeal to arms and to the God of hosts is all that is left us!  

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But 

when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we 

are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we 

gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the means of effectual 

resistance by lying supinely on our backs and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, 

until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak if we make a 

proper use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. The 

millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which 

we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, 

sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God who presides over the 

destinies of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, 

sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we 

have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the 

contest. There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their 

clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable--and let it come! I 

repeat it, sir, let it come.  

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace-- but there is 

no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring 

to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand 

we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or 

peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty 

God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me 

death!  
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Boston Non-Importation Agreement, August 1, 1768 

 

The merchants and traders in the town of Boston, having taken into consideration the 

deplorable situation of the trade and the many difficulties it at present labours under on 

account of the scarcity of money, which is daily decreasing for want of the other 

remittances to discharge our debts in Great Britain, and the large sums collected by the 

officers of the customs for duties on goods imported; the heavy taxes levied to discharge 

the debts contracted by the government in the late war; the embarrassments and 

restrictions laid on the trade by the several late Acts of Parliament; together with the bad 

success of our cod fishery this season, and the discouraging prospect of the whale fishery, 

by which our principal sources of remittances are like to be greatly diminished, and we 

thereby rendered unable to pay the debts we owe the merchants in Great Britain, and to 

continue the importation of goods from thence:  

We, the subscribers, in order to relieve the trade under those discouragements, to promote 

industry, frugality, and economy, and to discourage luxury and every kind of 

extravagance, do promise and engage to and with each other as follows:  

That we will not send or import from Great Britain this fall, either on our own account, or 

on commission, any other goods than what are already ordered for the fall supply.  

That we will not send for or import any kind of goods or merchandise from Great Britain, 

either on our own account, or on commissions, or any otherwise, from January 1, 1769, to 

January 1, 1770, except salt, coals, fish-hooks and lines, hemp, duck, bar lead and shot, 

wool-cards, and card-wire.  

That we will not purchase of any factors, or others, any kind of goods imported from 

Great Britain from January 1, 1769, to January 1, 1770. That we will not import on our 

own account, or on commission, or Purchase from any Who shall import from any other 

colony in America, from January 1, 1769, to January 1, 1770, any tea, glass, paper, or 

other goods commonly imported from Great Britain.  

That we will not, from and after January 1, 1769, import into the province any tea, paper, 

glass, or painters' colours, until the Acts imposing duties on these articles have been 

repealed.  
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Common Sense by Thomas Paine 

February 14, 1776 

 

Of the Origin and Design of Government in General with Concise 

Remarks on the English Constitution 

SOME writers have so confounded society with government, as to leave little or no 

distinction between them; whereas they are not only different, but have different origins. 

Society is produced by our wants, and government by our wickedness; the former 

promotes our happiness positively by uniting our affections, the latter negatively by 

restraining our vices. The one encourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions. The 

first is a patron, the last a punisher. 

Society in every state is a blessing, but government even in its best state is but a 

necessary evil in its worst state an intolerable one; for when we suffer, or are exposed to 

the same miseries by a government, which we might expect in a country without 

government, our calamities is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means by 

which we suffer! Government, like dress, is the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of 

kings are built on the ruins of the bowers of paradise. For were the impulses of 

conscience clear, uniform, and irresistibly obeyed, man would need no other lawgiver; 

but that not being the case, he finds it necessary to surrender up a part of his property to 

furnish means for the protection of the rest; and this he is induced to do by the same 

prudence which in every other case advises him out of two evils to choose the least. 

Wherefore, security being the true design and end of government, it unanswerably 

follows that whatever form thereof appears most likely to ensure it to us, with the least 

expense and greatest benefit, is preferable to all others. 

In order to gain a clear and just idea of the design and end of government, let us suppose 

a small number of persons settled in some sequestered part of the earth, unconnected with 

the rest, they will then represent the first peopling of any country, or of the world. In this 

state of natural liberty, society will be their first thought. A thousand motives will excite 

them thereto, the strength of one man is so unequal to his wants, and his mind so unfitted 

for perpetual solitude, that he is soon obliged to seek assistance and relief of another, who 

in his turn requires the same. Four or five united would be able to raise a tolerable 

dwelling in the midst of a wilderness, but one man might labor out the common period of 

life without accomplishing any thing; when he had felled his timber he could not remove 

it, nor erect it after it was removed; hunger in the mean time would urge him from his 

work, and every different want call him a different way. Disease, nay even misfortune 

would be death, for though neither might be mortal, yet either would disable him from 

living, and reduce him to a state in which he might rather be said to perish than to die. 

Thus necessity, like a gravitating power, would soon form our newly arrived emigrants 

into society, the reciprocal blessings of which, would supersede, and render the 

obligations of law and government unnecessary while they remained perfectly just to 

each other; but as nothing but heaven is impregnable to vice, it will unavoidably happen, 

that in proportion as they surmount the first difficulties of emigration, which bound them 
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together in a common cause, they will begin to relax in their duty and attachment to each 

other; and this remissness, will point out the necessity, of establishing some form of 

government to supply the defect of moral virtue. 

Some convenient tree will afford them a State-House, under the branches of which, the 

whole colony may assemble to deliberate on public matters. It is more than probable that 

their first laws will have the title only of Regulations, and be enforced by no other 

penalty than public disesteem. In this first parliament every man, by natural right will 

have a seat. But as the colony increases, the public concerns will increase likewise, and 

the distance at which the members may be separated, will render it too inconvenient for 

all of them to meet on every occasion as at first, when their number was small, their 

habitations near, and the public concerns few and trifling. This will point out the 

convenience of their consenting to leave the legislative part to be managed by a select 

number chosen from the whole body, who are supposed to have the same concerns at 

stake which those have who appointed them, and who will act in the same manner as the 

whole body would act were they present. If the colony continue increasing, it will 

become necessary to augment the number of the representatives, and that the interest of 

every part of the colony may be attended to, it will be found best to divide the whole into 

convenient parts, each part sending its proper number; and that the elected might never 

form to themselves an interest separate from the electors, prudence will point out the 

propriety of having elections often; because as the elected might by that means return and 

mix again with the general body of the electors in a few months, their fidelity to the 

public will be secured by the prudent reflection of not making a rod for themselves. And 

as this frequent interchange will establish a common interest with every part of the 

community, they will mutually and naturally support each other, and on this (not on the 

unmeaning name of king) depends the strength of government, and the happiness of the 

governed. 

Here then is the origin and rise of government; namely, a mode rendered necessary by the 

inability of moral virtue to govern the world; here too is the design and end of 

government, viz., freedom and security. And however our eyes may be dazzled with 

snow, or our ears deceived by sound; however prejudice may warp our wills, or interest 

darken our understanding, the simple voice of nature and of reason will say, it is right. 

I draw my idea of the form of government from a principle in nature, which no art can 

overturn, viz., that the more simple any thing is, the less liable it is to be disordered, and 

the easier repaired when disordered; and with this maxim in view, I offer a few remarks 

on the so much boasted constitution of England. That it was noble for the dark and 

slavish times in which it was erected is granted. When the world was overrun with 

tyranny the least therefrom was a glorious rescue. But that it is imperfect, subject to 

convulsions, and incapable of producing what it seems to promise, is easily 

demonstrated. 

Absolute governments (though the disgrace of human nature) have this advantage with 

them, that they are simple; if the people suffer, they know the head from which their 

suffering springs, know likewise the remedy, and are not bewildered by a variety of 

causes and cures. But the constitution of England is so exceedingly complex, that the 

nation may suffer for years together without being able to discover in which part the fault 
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lies, some will say in one and some in another, and every political physician will advise a 

different medicine. 

I know it is difficult to get over local or long standing prejudices, yet if we will suffer 

ourselves to examine the component parts of the English constitution, we shall find them 

to be the base remains of two ancient tyrannies, compounded with some new republican 

materials.  

First.- The remains of monarchical tyranny in the person of the king. 

Secondly.- The remains of aristocratical tyranny in the persons of the peers. 

Thirdly.- The new republican materials, in the persons of the commons, on whose virtue 

depends the freedom of England. 

The two first, by being hereditary, are independent of the people; wherefore in a 

constitutional sense they contribute nothing towards the freedom of the state. To say that 

the constitution of England is a union of three powers reciprocally checking each other, is 

farcical, either the words have no meaning, or they are flat contradictions. 

To say that the commons is a check upon the king, presupposes two things. 

First.- That the king is not to be trusted without being lookedafter, or in other words, that 

a thirst for absolute power is the natural disease of monarchy. 

Secondly.- That the commons, by being appointed for that purpose, are either wiser or 

more worthy of confidence than the crown. 

But as the same constitution which gives the commons a power to check the king by 

withholding the supplies, gives afterwards the king a power to check the commons, by 

empowering him to reject their other bills; it again supposes that the king is wiser than 

those whom it has already supposed to be wiser than him. A mere absurdity!  

There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the composition of monarchy; it first 

excludes a man from the means of information, yet empowers him to act in cases where 

the highest judgment is required. The state of a king shuts him from the world, yet the 

business of a king requires him to know it thoroughly; wherefore the different parts, 

unnaturally opposing and destroying each other, prove the whole character to be absurd 

and useless. 

Some writers have explained the English constitution thus; the king, say they, is one, the 

people another; the peers are an house in behalf of the king; the commons in behalf of the 

people; but this hath all the distinctions of an house divided against itself; and though the 

expressions be pleasantly arranged, yet when examined they appear idle and ambiguous; 

and it will always happen, that the nicest construction that words are capable of, when 

applied to the description of something which either cannot exist, or is too 

incomprehensible to be within the compass of description, will be words of sound only, 

and though they may amuse the ear, they cannot inform the mind, for this explanation 

includes a previous question, viz. How came the king by a power which the people are 
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afraid to trust, and always obliged to check? Such a power could not be the gift of a wise 

people, neither can any power, which needs checking, be from God; yet the provision, 

which the constitution makes, supposes such a power to exist. 

But the provision is unequal to the task; the means either cannot or will not accomplish 

the end, and the whole affair is a felo de se; for as the greater weight will always carry up 

the less, and as all the wheels of a machine are put in motion by one, it only remains to 

know which power in the constitution has the most weight, for that will govern; and 

though the others, or a part of them, may clog, or, as the phrase is, check the rapidity of 

its motion, yet so long as they cannot stop it, their endeavors will be ineffectual; the first 

moving power will at last have its way, and what it wants in speed is supplied by time. 

That the crown is this overbearing part in the English constitution needs not be 

mentioned, and that it derives its whole consequence merely from being the giver of 

places pensions is self evident, wherefore, though we have and wise enough to shut and 

lock a door against absolute monarchy, we at the same time have been foolish enough to 

put the crown in possession of the key. The prejudice of Englishmen, in favor of their 

own government by king, lords, and commons, arises as much or more from national 

pride than reason. Individuals are undoubtedly safer in England than in some other 

countries, but the will of the king is as much the law of the land in Britain as in France, 

with this difference, that instead of proceeding directly from his mouth, it is handed to the 

people under the most formidable shape of an act of parliament. For the fate of Charles 

the First, hath only made kings more subtle not- more just.  

Wherefore, laying aside all national pride and prejudice in favor of modes and forms, the 

plain truth is, that it is wholly owing to the constitution of the people, and not to the 

constitution of the government that the crown is not as oppressive in England as in 

Turkey. 

An inquiry into the constitutional errors in the English form of government is at this time 

highly necessary; for as we are never in a proper condition of doing justice to others, 

while we continue under the influence of some leading partiality, so neither are we 

capable of doing it to ourselves while we remain fettered by any obstinate prejudice. And 

as a man, who is attached to a prostitute, is unfitted to choose or judge of a wife, so any 

prepossession in favor of a rotten constitution of government will disable us from 

discerning a good one. 
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IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America 

hen in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 

the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among 

the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature 

and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 

requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness. --That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 

shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 

Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 

experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right 

themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 

usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 

Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for 

their future security. --Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity 

which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of 

Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment 

of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

 

He has refuted his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in 

their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend 

to them. 

 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people 

would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable 

to tyrants only. 

 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository 

of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 

 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the 

rights of the people. 

 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected, whereby the 

Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the 

State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions 

within. 

 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for 

Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the 

conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary 

Powers. 

 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 

payment of their salaries. 

 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people and eat 
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out their substance. 

 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. 

 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power. 

 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged 

by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the 

Inhabitants of these States: 

 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury: 

 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences: 

 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 

Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument 

for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies 

 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the Forms of 

our Governments: 

 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in 

all cases whatsoever. 

 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 

 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 

desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the 

most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, 

to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 

 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our 

frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of 

all ages, sexes and conditions. 

 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 

repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked 

by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of 

attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the 

circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 

magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred. to disavow these usurpations, 

which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the 

voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 

Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 
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We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 

Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies 

are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the 

British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to 

be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude 

Peace contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 

States may of right do. --And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 

Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

 

--John Hancock 

 

New Hampshire: 

Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton 

Massachusetts: 

John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: 

Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery 

Connecticut: 

Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott 

New York: 

William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: 

Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark 

Pennsylvania: 

Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George 

Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross 

Delaware: 

Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 

Maryland: 

Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton 

Virginia: 

George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis 

Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 

North Carolina: 

William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 

South Carolina: 

Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton 

Georgia: 

Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton 
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The Federalist No.10 (excerpted) 

James Madison 

Among the numerous advantages promised by a well constructed Union, nonedeserves to 

be more accurately developed than its tendency to break and control the violence of 

faction. The friend of popular governments, never finds himself so much alarmed for 

their character and fate, as when he contemplates their propensity to this dangerous vice. 

He will not fail therefore to set a due value on any plan which, without violating the 

principles to which he is attached, provides a proper cure for it. The instability, injustice 

and confusion introduced into the public councils, have in truth been the mortal diseases 

under which popular governments have everywhere perished; as they continue to be the 

favorite and fruitful topics from which the adversaries to liberty derive their most 

specious declamations. The valuable improvements made by the American Constitutions 

on the popular models, both ancient and modern, cannot certainly be too much admired; 

but it would be an unwarrantable partiality, to contend that they have as effectually 

obviated the danger on this side as was wished and expected. Complaints are every where 

heard from our most considerate and virtuous citizens, usually the friends of public and 

private faith, and of public and personal liberty; that our governments are too unstable; 

that the public good is disregarded in the conflicts of rival parties; and that measures are 

too often decided, not according to the rules of justice, and the rights of the minor party; 

but by the superior force of an interested and over-bearing majority. However anxiously 

we may wish that these complaints had no foundation, the evidence of known facts will 

not permit us to deny that they are in some degree true. . . . These must be chiefly, if not 

wholly, effects of the unsteadiness and injustice, with which a factious spirit has tainted 

our public administrations. 

By a faction I understand a number of citizens, whether amounting to a majority or 

minority of the whole, who are united and actuated by some common impulse of passion, 

or of interest, adverse to the rights of other citizens, or to the permanent and aggregate 

interests of the community. 

There are two methods of curing the mischiefs of faction: the one, by removing its 

causes; the other, by controlling its effects. 

There are again two methods of removing the causes of faction: the one by destroying the 

liberty which is essential to its existence; the other, by giving to every citizen the same 

opinions, the same passions, and the same interests. 

It could never be more truly said than of the first remedy, that it is worse than the disease. 

Liberty is to faction, what air is to fire, an ailment without which it instantly expires. But 

it could not be a less folly to abolish liberty, which is essential to political life, because it 

nourishes faction, than it would be to wish the annihilation of air, which is essential to 

animal life, because it imparts to fire its destructive agency. 

The second expedient is as impracticable, as the first would be unwise. As long as the 

reason of man continues fallible, and he is at liberty to exercise it, different opinions will 

be formed. As long as the connection subsists between his reason and his self-love, his 
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opinions and his passions will have a reciprocal influence on each other; and the former 

will be objects to which the latter will attach themselves. The diversity in the faculties of 

men from which the rights of property originate, is not less an insuperable obstacle to a 

uniformity of interests. The protection of these faculties is the first object of Government. 

From the protection of different and unequal faculties of acquiring property, the 

possession of different degrees and kinds of property immediately results: and from the 

influence of these on the sentiments and views of the respective proprietors, ensues a 

division of the society into different interests and parties. . . . 

The inference to which we are brought is, that the causes of faction cannot removed; and 

that relief is only to be sought in the means of controlling its effects. 

If a faction consists of less than a majority, relief is supplied by the republican principle, 

which enables the majority to defeat its sinister views by regular vote: It may clog the 

administration, it may convulse the society; but it will be unable to execute and mask its 

violence under the forms of the Constitution. When a majority is included in a faction, 

the form of popular government on the other hand enables it to sacrifice to its ruling 

passion or interest, both the public good and the rights of other citizens. To secure the 

public good, and private rights, against the danger of such a faction, and at the same time 

to preserve the spirit and the form of popular government, is then the great object to 

which our enquiries are directed. 

The two great points of difference between a Democracy and a Republic are, first, the 

delegation of the Government, in the latter, to a small number of citizens elected by the 

rest: secondly, the greater number of citizens, and greater sphere of country, over which 

the latter may be extended. 

In the first place it is to be remarked that however small the Republic may be, the 

Representatives must be raised to a certain number, in order to guard against the cabals of 

a few; and that however large it may be, they must be limited to a certain number, in 

order to guard against the confusion of a multitude. Hence the number of Representatives 

in the two cases, not being in proportion to that of the Constituents, and being 

proportionally greatest in the small Republic, it follows, that if the proportion of fit 

characters, be not less, in the large than in the small Republic, the former will present a 

greater option, and consequently a greater probability of a fit choice. 

In the next place, as each Representative will be chosen by a greater number of citizens in 

the large than in the small Republic, it will be more difficult for unworthy candidates to 

practise with success the vicious arts, by which elections are too often carried; and the 

suffrages of the people being more free, will be more likely to center on men who possess 

the most attractive merit, and the most diffusive and established characters. 

Publius 
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What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? 

Frederick Douglass 

5 July 1852 

Mr. President, Friends and Fellow Citizens: He who could address this audience without a 

quailing sensation, has stronger nerves than I have. I do not remember ever to have appeared as a 

speaker before any assembly more shrinkingly, nor with greater distrust of my ability, than I do 

this day. A feeling has crept over me, quite unfavorable to the exercise of my limited powers of 

speech. The task before me is one which requires much previous thought and study for its proper 

performance. I know that apologies of this sort are generally considered flat and unmeaning. I 

trust, however, that mine will not be so considered. Should I seem at ease, my appearance would 

much misrepresent me. The little experience I have had in addressing public meetings, in country 

school houses, avails me nothing on the present occasion.  

The papers and placards say, that I am to deliver a 4th [of] July oration. This certainly sounds 

large, and out of the common way, for it is true that I have often had the privilege to speak in this 

beautiful Hall, and to address many who now honor me with their presence. But neither their 

familiar faces, nor the perfect gage I think I have of Corinthian Hall, seems to free me from 

embarrassment.  

The fact is, ladies and gentlemen, the distance between this platform and the slave plantation, 

from which I escaped, is considerable - and the difficulties to be overcome in getting from the 

latter to the former, are by no means slight. That I am here to-day is, to me, a matter of 

astonishment as well as of gratitude. You will not, therefore, be surprised, if in what I have to say. 

I evince no elaborate preparation, nor grace my speech with any high sounding exordium. With 

little experience and with less learning, I have been able to throw my thoughts hastily and 

imperfectly together; and trusting to your patient and generous indulgence, I will proceed to lay 

them before you.  

This, for the purpose of this celebration, is the 4th of July. It is the birthday of your National 

Independence, and of your political freedom. This, to you, is what the Passover was to the 

emancipated people of God. It carries your minds back to the day, and to the act of your great 

deliverance; and to the signs, and to the wonders, associated with that act, and that day. This 

celebration also marks the beginning of another year of your national life; and reminds you that 

the Republic of America is now 76 years old.  

I am glad, fellow-citizens, that your nation is so young. Seventy-six years, though a good old age 

for a man, is but a mere speck in the life of a nation. Three score years and ten is the allotted time 

for individual men; but nations number their years by thousands. According to this fact, you are, 

even now, only in the beginning of your national career, still lingering in the period of childhood. 

I repeat, I am glad this is so. There is hope in the thought, and hope is much needed, under the 

dark clouds which lower above the horizon.  

Fellow-citizens, I shall not presume to dwell at length on the associations that cluster about this 

day. The simple story of it is that, 76 years ago, the people of this country were British subjects. 

The style and title of your "sovereign people" (in which you now glory) was not then born. You 

were under the British Crown . Your fathers esteemed the English Government as the home 

government; and England as the fatherland.  
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This home government, you know, although a considerable distance from your home, did, in the 

exercise of its parental prerogatives, impose upon its colonial children, such restraints, burdens 

and limitations, as, in its mature judgement, it deemed wise, right and proper.  

But, your fathers, who had not adopted the fashionable idea of this day, of the infallibility of 

government, and the absolute character of its acts, presumed to differ from the home government 

in respect to the wisdom and the justice of some of those burdens and restraints. They went so far 

in their excitement as to pronounce the measures of government unjust, unreasonable, and 

oppressive, and altogether such as ought not to be quietly submitted to. I scarcely need say, 

fellow-citizens, that my opinion of those measures fully accords with that of your fathers.  

Such a declaration of agreement on my part would not be worth much to anybody. It would, 

certainly, prove nothing, as to what part I might have taken, had I lived during the great 

controversy of 1776. To say now that America was right, and England wrong, is exceedingly 

easy. Everybody can say it; the dastard, not less than the noble brave, can flippantly discant on 

the tyranny of England towards the American Colonies. It is fashionable to do so; but there was a 

time when to pronounce against England, and in favor of the cause of the colonies, tried men's 

souls.  

They who did so were accounted in their day, plotters of mischief, agitators and rebels, dangerous 

men. To side with the right, against the wrong, with the weak against the strong, and with the 

oppressed against the oppressor! here lies the merit, and the one which, of all others, seems 

unfashionable in our day. The cause of liberty may be stabbed by the men who glory in the deeds 

of your fathers. But, to proceed.  

Feeling themselves harshly and unjustly treated by the home government, your fathers, like men 

of honesty, and men of spirit, earnestly sought redress. They petitioned and remonstrated; they 

did so in a decorous, respectful, and loyal manner. Their conduct was wholly unexceptionable. 

This, however, did not answer the purpose. They saw themselves treated with sovereign 

indifference, coldness and scorn. Yet they persevered. They were not the men to look back.  

Oppression makes a wise man mad. Your fathers were wise men, and if they did not go mad, they 

became restive under this treatment. They felt themselves the victims of grievous wrongs, wholly 

incurable in their colonial capacity. With brave men there is always a remedy for oppression. Just 

here, the idea of a total separation of the colonies from the crown was born! It was a startling 

idea, much more so, than we, at this distance of time, regard it. The timid and the prudent (as has 

been intimated) of that day, were, of course, shocked and alarmed by it.  

Fellow Citizens, I am not wanting in respect for the fathers of this republic. The signers of the 

Declaration of Independence were brave men. They were great men too - great enough to give 

fame to a great age. It does not often happen to a nation to raise, at one time, such a number of 

truly great men. The point from which I am compelled to view them is not, certainly, the most 

favorable; and yet I cannot contemplate their great deeds with less than admiration. They were 

statesmen, patriots and heroes, and for the good they did, and the principles they contended for, I 

will unite with you to honor their memory.  

They loved their country better than their own private interests; and, though this is not the highest 

form of human excellence, all will concede that it is a rare virtue, and that when it is exhibited, it 

ought to command respect. He who will, intelligently, lay down his life for his country, is a man 

whom it is not in human nature to despise. Your fathers staked their lives, their fortunes, and their 

sacred honor, on the cause of their country. In their admiration of liberty, they lost sight of all 

other interests.  
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They were peace men; but they preferred revolution to peaceful submission to bondage. They 

were quiet men; but they did not shrink from agitating against oppression. They showed 

forbearance; but that they knew its limits. They believed in order; but not in the order of tyranny. 

With them, nothing was "settled" that was not right. With them, justice, liberty and humanity 

were "final;" not slavery and oppression. You may well cherish the memory of such men. They 

were great in their day and generation. Their solid manhood stands out the more as we contrast it 

with these degenerate times.  

Friends and citizens, I need not enter further into the causes which led to this anniversary. Many 

of you understand them better than I do. You could instruct me in regard to them. That is a branch 

of knowledge in which you feel, perhaps, a much deeper interest than your speaker. The causes 

which led to the separation of the colonies from the British crown have never lacked for a tongue. 

They have all been taught in your common schools, narrated at your firesides, unfolded from your 

pulpits, and thundered from your legislative halls, and are as familiar to you as household words. 

They form the staple of your national poetry and eloquence.  

Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? What 

have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of 

political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended 

to us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to 

confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your 

independence to us?  

Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmative answer could be truthfully 

returned to these questions! Then would my task be light, and my burden easy and delightful. For 

who is there so cold, that a nation's sympathy could not warm him?  

But, such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not 

included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the 

immeasurable distance between us. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed 

in common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by 

your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought life and healing to you, has 

brought stripes and death to me. This Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine.  

You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of 

liberty, and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious 

irony. Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-day? If so, there is a parallel 

to your conduct. And let me warn you that it is dangerous to copy the example of a nation whose 

crimes, lowering up to heaven, were thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that 

nation in irrecoverable ruin! I can to-day take up the plaintive lament of a peeled and woe-smitten 

people!  

Fellow-citizens; above your national, tumultous joy, I hear the mournful wail of millions! whose 

chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are, to-day, rendered more intolerable by the jubilee shouts 

that reach them. If I do forget, if I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children of sorrow 

this day, "may my right hand forget her cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my 

mouth!" To forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the popular 

theme, would be treason most scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before 

God and the world.  

My subject, then fellow-citizens, is AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see, this day, and its popular 

characteristics, from the slave's point of view. Standing, there, identified with the American 
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bondman, making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the 

character and conduct of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this 4th of July!  

Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? that he is the rightful owner of his own 

body? You have already declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question 

for Republicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with 

great difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard to be understood? 

How should I look to-day, in the presence of Americans, dividing, and subdividing a discourse, to 

show that men have a natural right to freedom? speaking of it relatively, and positively, 

negatively, and affirmatively. To do so, would be to make myself ridiculous, and lo offer an insult 

to your understanding. There is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven, that does not know that 

slavery is wrong for him.  

What, am I to argue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work 

them without wages, to keep them ignorant of their relations to their fellow men, to beat them 

with sticks, to flay their flesh with the lash, to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them with dogs, 

to sell them at auction, to sunder their families, to knock out their teeth, to bum their flesh, to 

starve them into obedience and submission to their masters? Must I argue that a system thus 

marked with blood, and stained with pollution, is wrong? No! I will not. I have better 

employments for my time and strength, than such arguments would imply.  

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than 

all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelly to which he is the constant victim. To 

him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, 

swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, 

brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and 

hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and solemnity, are, to 

him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy - a thin veil to cover up crimes 

which would disgrace a nation of savages.  

There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices, more shocking and bloody, than are the 

people of these United States, at this very hour.  

From what quarter, I beg to know, has proceeded a fire so deadly upon our ranks, during the last 

two years, as from the Northern pulpit? As the champions of oppressors, the chosen men of 

American theology have appeared-men, honored for their so-called piety, and their real learning.  

The LORDS of Buffalo, the SPRINGS of New York, the LATHROPS of Auburn, the COXES 

and SPENCERS of Brooklyn, the GANNETS and SHARPS of Boston, the DEWEYS of 

Washington, and other great religious lights of the land, have, in utter denial of the authority of 

Him, by whom they professed to he called to the ministry, deliberately taught us, against the 

example or the Hebrews and against the remonstrance of the Apostles, they teach "that we ought 

to obey man's law before the law of God."  

Fellow-citizens! I will not enlarge further on your national inconsistencies. The existence of 

slavery in this country brands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base pretence, 

and your Christianity as a lie. It destroys your moral power abroad; it corrupts your politicians at 

home. It saps the foundation of religion; it makes your name a hissing, and a by word to a 

mocking earth. It is the antagonistic force in your government, the only thing that seriously 

disturbs and endangers your Union.  

It fetters your progress; it is the enemy of improvement, the deadly foe of education; it fosters 

pride; it breeds insolence; it promotes vice; it shelters crime; it is a curse to the earth that supports 
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it; and yet, you cling to it, as if it were the sheet anchor of all your hopes. Oh! be warned! be 

warned! a horrible reptile is coiled up in your nation's bosom; the venomous creature is nursing at 

the tender breast of your youthful republic; for the love of God, tear away, and fling from you the 

hideous monster, and let the weight of twenty millions crush and destroy it forever!  

Fellow-citizens! there is no matter in respect to which, the people of the North have allowed 

themselves to be so ruinously imposed upon, as that of the pro-slavery character of the 

Constitution. In that instrument I hold there is neither warrant, license, nor sanction of the hateful 

thing; but, interpreted as it ought to be interpreted, the Constitution is a GLORIOUS LIBERTY 

DOCUMENT.  

Read its preamble, consider its purposes. Is slavery among them? Is it at the gateway? or is it in 

the temple? It is neither. While I do not intend to argue this question on the present occasion, let 

me ask, if it be not somewhat singular that, if the Constitution were intended to be, by its framers 

and adopters, a slave-holding instrument, why neither slavery, slaveholding, nor slave can 

anywhere be found in it.  

What would be thought of an instrument, drawn up, legally drawn up, for the purpose of entitling 

the city of Rochester to a track of land, in which no mention of land was made? Now, there are 

certain rules of interpretation, for the proper understanding of all legal instruments. These rules 

are well established. They are plain, common-sense rules, such as you and I, and all of us, can 

understand and apply, without having passed years in the study of law.  
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Abraham Lincoln to Horace Greeley 

August 22, 1862 

 

Executive Mansion 

Washington, August 22, 1862.  

Hon. Horace Greeley:  

Dear Sir.  

I have just read yours of the 19th addressed to myself through the New-York Tribune. If 

there be in it any statements, or assumptions of fact, which I may know to be erroneous, I 

do not, now and here, controvert them. If there be in it any inference which I may believe 

to be falsely drawn, I do not now and here, argue against them. If there be perceptable 

[sic] in it an impatient and dictatorial tone, I waive it in deference to an old friend, whose 

heart I have always supposed to be right.  

As to the policy I "seem to be pursuing" as you say, I have not meant to leave any one in 

doubt.  

I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under the Constitution. The 

sooner the national authority can be restored; the nearer the Union will be "the Union as 

it was." If there be those who would not save the Union, unless they could at the same 

time save slavery, I do not agree with them. If there be those who would not save the 

Union unless they could at the same time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My 

paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to 

destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I 

could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some 

and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored 

race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear 

because I do not believe it would help to save the Union. I shall do less whenever I shall 

believe what I am doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more whenever I shall believe 

doing more will help the cause. I shall try to correct errors when shown to be errors; and I 

shall adopt new views so fast as they shall appear to be true views.  

I have here stated my purpose according to my view of official duty; and I intend no 

modification of the oft-expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be free.  

Yours,  

A. Lincoln.  
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Emancipation Proclamation : January 1, 1863 

 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United 

States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:  

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the 

people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, 

thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States, 

including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the 

freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of 

them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.  

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate 

the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then 

be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, 

shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of the United States by 

members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such 

State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be 

deemed conclusive evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in 

rebellion against the United States."  

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power 

in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time 

of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and 

as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of 

January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and in 

accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of one 

hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and 

parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion against 

the United States, the following, to wit:  

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, 

St. John, St. Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. 

Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) Mississippi, Alabama, 

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, (except the forty-eight 

counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkley, Accomac, 

Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of 

Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the present, left precisely as 

if this proclamation were not issued.  

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all 

persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and 

henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, 

including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the 

freedom of said persons.  

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, 

unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when 

allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.  

And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be 

received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, 

and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.  
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And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the 

Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and 

the gracious favor of Almighty God.  

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States 

to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of  

January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight  

hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the  

United States of America the eighty-seventh. 

 

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
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Gettysburg Address 

 

"Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, 

conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now 

we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so 

conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that 

war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those 

who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that 

we should do this. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we 

cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have 

consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor 

long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us 

the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here 

have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task 

remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 

cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve 

that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new 

birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall 

not perish from the earth."  
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Second Inaugural Address of Abraham Lincoln 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1865 

 

Fellow-Countrymen: 

 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion 

for an extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in detail 

of a course to be pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, 

during which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and 

phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of 

the nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all 

else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself, and it is, I trust, 

reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no 

prediction in regard to it is ventured.  

 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed 

to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inaugural 

address was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union 

without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war--seeking 

to dissolve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but 

one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, and the other would 

accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.  

 

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over 

the Union, but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and 

powerful interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To 

strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents 

would rend the Union even by war, while the Government claimed no right to do more 

than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war the 

magnitude or the duration which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause 

of the conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease. Each 

looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the 

same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the other. It may 

seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their 

bread from the sweat of other men's faces, but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The 

prayers of both could not be answered. That of neither has been answered fully. The 

Almighty has His own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offenses; for it must 

needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh." If we 

shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of 

God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now 

wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe 

due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from 

those divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly 

do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass 

away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two 

hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood 

drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three 

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/art2.htm#oath
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/inaug/lincoln1.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/inaug/lincoln1.htm
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thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgments of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether."  

 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us 

to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's 

wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his 

orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves 

and with all nations.  
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Carnegie’s Gospel of Wealth (1889) 

 

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of Wealth: First, to set an example of modest, 

unostentatious living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the 

legitimate wants of those dependent upon him; and after doing so to consider all surplus 

revenues which come to him simply as trust funds, which he is called upon to administer, 

and strictly bound as a matter of duty to administer in the manner which, in his judgment, 

is best calculated to produce the most beneficial results for the community--the man of 

wealth thus becoming the mere agent and trustee for his poorer brethren, bringing to their 

service his superior wisdom, experience and ability to administer, doing for them better 

than they would or could do for themselves… 

These who,would administer wisely must, indeed, be wise, for one of the serious 

obstacles to the improvement of our race is indiscriminate charity. It were better for 

mankind that the millions of the rich were thrown in to the sea than so spent as to 

encourage the slothful, the drunken, the unworthy. Of every thousand dollars spent in so 

called charity to-day, it is probable that $950 is unwisely spent; so spent, indeed as to 

produce the very evils which it proposes to mitigate or cure. 

A well-known writer of philosophic books admitted the other day that he had given a 

quarter of a dollar to a man who approached him as he was coming to visit the house of 

his friend. He knew nothing of the habits of this beggar; knew not the use that would be 

made of this money, although he had every reason to suspect that it would be spent 

improperly. This man professed to be a disciple of Herbert Spencer; yet the quarter-dollar 

given that night will probably work more injury than all the money which its thoughtless 

donor will ever be able to give in true charity will do good. He only gratified his own 

feelings, saved him- self from annoyance,-- and this was probably one of the most selfish 

and very worst actions of his life, for in all respects he is most worthy. 

In bestowing charity, the main consideration should be to help those who will help 

themselves; to provide part of the means by which those who desire to improve may do 

so; to give those who desire to use the aids by which they may rise; to assist, but rarely or 

never to do all. Neither the individual nor the race is improved by alms-giving. Those 

worthy of assistance, except in rare cases, seldom require assistance. The really valuable 

men of the race never do, except in cases of accident or sudden change. Every one has, of 

course, cases of individuals brought to his own knowledge where temporary assistance 

can do genuine good, and these he will not overlook 

But the amount which can be wisely given by the individual for individuals is necessarily 

limited by his lack of knowledge of the circumstances connected with each. He is the 

only true reformer who is as careful and as anxious not to aid the unworthy as he is to aid 

the worthy, and, perhaps, even more so, for in alms-giving more injury is probably done 

by rewarding vice than by relieving virtue. 

The rich man is thus almost restricted to following the examples of Peter Cooper, Enoch 

Pratt of Baltimore, Mr. Pratt of Brooklyn, Senator Stanford, and others, who know that 
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the best means of benefiting the community is to place within its reach the ladders upon 

which the aspiring can rise--parks, and means of recreation, by which men are helped in 

body and mind; works of art, certain to give pleasure and improve the public taste, and 

public institutions of various kinds, which will improve the general condition of the 

people ;--in this manner returning their surplus wealth to the mass of their fellows in the 

forms best calculated to do them lasting good… 

… the man who dies leaving behind many millions of available wealth, which was his to 

administer during life, will pass away " unwept, unhonored, and unsung," no matter to 

what uses he leaves the dross which he cannot take with him. Of such as these the public 

verdict will then be : "The man who dies thus rich dies disgraced." 

Such, in my opinion, is the true Gospel concerning Wealth, obedience to which is 

destined some day to solve the problem of the Rich and the Poor, and to bring ' Peace on 

earth, among men Good-Will." 

 

Carnegie, Andrew. “Wealth.” North American Review June 1889. Sociology in the United 

States: A Guide to Historical Materials. Web. 1 June 2010. 
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John D. Rockefeller Justifies Rebates (1909) 

Of all the subjects which seem to have attracted the attention of the public to the 

affairs of the Standard Oil Company, the matter of rebates from railroads has perhaps 

been uppermost. The Standard Oil Company of Ohio, of which I was president, did 

receive rebates from the railroads prior to 1880, but received no advantages for which it 

did not give full compensation.  

The reason for rebates was that such was the railroads' method of business. A 

public rate was made and collected by the railroad companies, but, so far as my 

knowledge extends, was seldom retained in full; a portion of it was repaid to the shippers 

as a rebate.  

By this method the real rate of freight which any shipper paid was not known by 

his competitors nor by other railroad companies, the amount being a matter of bargain 

with the carrying company. Each shipper made the best bargain that he could, but 

whether he was doing better than his competitor was only a matter of conjecture. Much 

depended upon whether the shipper had the advantage of competition of carriers. 

The Standard Oil Company of Ohio, being situated at Cleveland, had the 

advantage of different carrying lines, as well as of water transportation in the summer; 

taking advantage of those facilities, it made the best bargains possible for its freights. 

Other companies sought to do the same.  

The Standard gave advantages to the railroads for the purpose of reducing the cost 

of transportation of freight. It offered freights in large quantity, car-loads and train-loads. 

It furnished loading facilities and discharging facilities at great cost. It provided regular 

traffic, so that a railroad could conduct its transportation to the best advantage and use its 

equipment to the full extent of its hauling capacity without waiting for the refiner's 

convenience. It exempted railroads from liability for fire and carried its own insurance. It 

provided at its own expense terminal facilities which permitted economies in handling. 

For these services it obtained contracts for special allowances on freights.  But 

notwithstanding these special allowances, this traffic from the Standard Oil Company 

was far more profitable to the railroad companies than the smaller and irregular traffic, 

which might have paid a higher rate. 

To understand the situation which affected the giving and taking of rebates it must be 

remembered that the railroads were all eager to enlarge their freight traffic. They were 

competing with the facilities and rates offered by the boats on lake and canal and by the 

pipe-lines. All these means of transporting oil cut into the business of the railroads, and 

they were desperately anxious to successfully meet this competition… 

The profits of the Standard Oil Company did not come from advantages given by 

railroads. The railroads, rather, were the ones who profited by the traffic of the Standard 

Oil Company, and whatever advantage it received in its constant efforts to reduce rates of 

freight was only one of the many elements of lessening cost to the consumer which 

enabled us to increase our volume of business the world over because we could reduce 

the selling price. 
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How general was the complicated bargaining for rates can hardly be imagined; everyone 

got the best rate that he could. After the passage of the Interstate Commerce Act, it was 

learned that many small companies which shipped limited quantities had received lower 

rates than we had been able to secure, notwithstanding the fact that we had made large 

investments to provide for terminal facilities, regular shipments, and other economies.  

I well remember a bright man from Boston who had much to say about rebates and 

drawbacks. He was an old and experienced merchant, and looked after his affairs with a 

cautious and watchful eye. He feared that some of his competitors were doing better than 

he in bargaining for rates, and he delivered himself of this conviction: 

"I am opposed on principle to the whole system of rebates and drawbacks—unless I am 

in it." 

Rockefeller, John D. Random Reminiscences of Men and Events. New York: Doubleday, 

Page & Company, 1909. Project Gutenberg. Web. 18 Nov. 2005. 
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Frederick Jackson Turner 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE  

FRONTIER IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

In a recent bulletin of the Superintendent of the Census for 1890 appear these 

significant words: "Up to and including 1880 the country had a frontier of settlement, but 

at present the unsettled area has been so broken into by isolated bodies of settlement that 

there can hardly be said to be a frontier line. In the discussion of its extent, its westward 

movement, etc., it can not, therefore, any longer have a place in the census reports." This 

brief official statement marks the closing of a great historic movement. Up to our own 

day American history has been in a large degree the history of the colonization of the 

Great West. The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the 

advance of American settlement westward, explain American development.  

In this advance, the frontier is the outer edge of the wave-- the meeting point 

between savagery and civilization. Much has been written about the frontier from the 

point of view of border warfare and the chase, but as a field for the serious study of the 

economist and the historian it has been neglected.  

 

The American frontier is sharply distinguished from the European frontier--a 

fortified boundary line running through dense populations. The most significant thing 

about the American frontier is, that it lies at the hither edge of free land…  

 

The wilderness masters the colonist. It finds him a European in dress, industries, 

tools, modes of travel, and thought. It takes him from the railroad car and puts him in the 

birch canoe. It strips off the garments of civilization and arrays him in the hunting shirt 

and the moccasin. It puts him in the log cabin of the Cherokee and Iroquois and runs an 

Indian palisade around him. Before long he has gone to planting Indian corn and plowing 

with a sharp stick, he shouts the war cry and takes the scalp in orthodox Indian fashion. 

In short, at the frontier the environment is at first too strong for the man. He must accept 

the conditions which it furnishes, or perish, and so he fits himself into the Indian 

clearings and follows the Indian trails. Little by little he transforms the wilderness, but 

the outcome is not the old Europe, not simply the development of Germanic germs, any 

more than the first phenomenon was a case of reversion to the Germanic mark. The fact 

is, that here is a new product that is American. At first, the frontier was the Atlantic coast. 

It was the frontier of Europe in a very real sense. Moving westward, the frontier became 

more and more American…  

 

First, we note that the frontier promoted the formation of a composite nationality 

for the American people. The coast was preponderantly English, but the later tides of 

continental immigration flowed across to the free lands… 

 

But the most important effect of the frontier has been in the promotion of 

democracy here and in Europe. As has been indicated, the frontier is productive of 

individualism. Complex society is precipitated by the wilderness into a kind of primitive 

organization based on the family. The tendency is anti-social. It produces antipathy to 

control, and particularly to any direct control. The tax-gatherer is viewed as a 
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representative of oppression. Prof. Osgood, in an able article, has pointed out that the 

frontier conditions prevalent in the colonies are important factors in the explanation of 

the American Revolution, where individual liberty was sometimes confused with absence 

of all effective government. The same conditions aid in explaining the difficulty of 

instituting a strong government in the period of the confederacy. The frontier 

individualism has from the beginning promoted democracy.  

 

The frontier States that came into the Union in the first quarter of a century of its 

existence came in with democratic suffrage provisions, and had reactive effects of the 

highest importance upon the older States whose peoples were being attracted there.  An 

extension of the franchise became essential.  It was western New York that forced an 

extension of suffrage in the constitutional convention of that state in 1821; and it was 

western Virginia that compelled the tide-water region to put a more liberal suffrage 

provision in the constitution framed in 1830, and to give the frontier region a more nearly 

proportionate representation with the tide-water aristocracy.  The rise of democracy as an 

effective force in the nation came in with western preponderance under Jackson and 

William Henry Harrison, and it meant the triumph of the frontier – with all of its good 

and with all of its evil elements. 

 

So long as free land exists, the opportunity for a competency exists, and economic 

power secures political power. But the democracy born of free land, strong in selfishness 

and individualism, intolerant of administrative experience and education, and pressing 

individual liberty beyond its proper bounds, has its dangers as well as its benefits. 

Individualism in America has allowed a laxity in regard to governmental affairs which 

has rendered possible the spoils system and all the manifest evils that follow from the 

lack of a highly developed civic spirit. In this connection may be noted also the influence 

of frontier conditions in permitting lax business honor, inflated paper currency and wild-

cat banking. The colonial and revolutionary frontier was the region whence emanated 

many of the worst forms of an evil currency. The West in the War of 1812 repeated the 

phenomenon on the frontier of that day, while the speculation and wild-cat banking of the 

period of the crisis of 1837 occurred on the new frontier belt of the next tier of States. 

Thus each one of the periods of lax financial integrity coincides with periods when a new 

set of frontier communities had arisen, and coincides in area with these successive 

frontiers for the most part. The recent Populist agitation is a case in point. Many a State 

that now declines any connection with the tenets of the Populists, itself adhered to such 

ideas in an earlier stage of the development of the State… 

 

From the conditions of frontier life came intellectual traits of profound 

importance. The works of travelers along each frontier from colonial days onward 

describe certain common traits, and these traits have, while softening down, still persisted 

as survivals in the place of their origin, even when a higher social organization 

succeeded. The result is that to the frontier the American intellect owes its striking 

characteristics. That coarseness and strength combined with acuteness and 

inquisitiveness; that practical, inventive turn of mind, quick to find expedients; that 

masterful grasp of material things, lacking in the artistic but powerful to effect great ends; 

that restless, nervous energy; that dominant individualism, working for good and for evil, 

and withal that buoyancy and exuberance which comes with freedom-these are traits of 

the frontier, or traits called out elsewhere because of the existence of the frontier. Since 

the days when the fleet of Columbus sailed into the waters of the New World, America 
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has been another name for opportunity, and the people of the United States have taken 

their tone from the incessant expansion which has not only been open but has even been 

forced upon them. He would be a rash prophet who should assert that the expansive 

character of American life has now entirely ceased. Movement has been its dominant 

fact, and, unless this training has no effect upon a people, the American energy will 

continually demand a wider field for its exercise. But never again will such gifts of free 

land offer themselves. For a moment, at the frontier, the bonds of custom are broken and 

unrestraint is triumphant. There is not tabula rasa. The stubborn American environment 

is there with its imperious summons to accept its conditions; the inherited ways of doing 

things are also there; and yet, in spite of environment, and in spite of custom, each 

frontier did indeed furnish a new field of opportunity, a gate of escape from the bondage 

of the past; and freshness, and confidence, and scorn of older society, impatience of its 

restraints and its ideas, and indifference to its lessons, have accompanied the frontier. 

What the Mediterranean Sea was to the Greeks, breaking the bond of custom, offering 

new experiences, calling out new institutions and activities, that, and more, the ever 

retreating frontier has been to the United States directly, and to the nations of Europe 

more remotely. And now, four centuries from the discovery of America, at the end of a 

hundred years of life under the Constitution, the frontier has gone, and with its going has 

closed the first period of American history. 
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Woodrow Wilson on the Progressive Movement, 1913 
 

Source: Woodrow Wilson, The New Freedom, New York, Doubleday, Page and Co., 1913 

 

There has come over the land that un-American set of conditions which enables a small 

number of men who control the Government to get favors from the Government; by those 

favors to exclude their fellows from equal business opportunity; by those favors to extend 

a network of control that will presently drive every industry in the country, and so make 

men forget the ancient time when America lay in every hamlet, when America was to be 

seen on every fair valley, when America displayed her great forces on the broad prairies, 

ran her fine fires of enterprise up over the mountain sides and down into the bowels of 

the earth, and eager men were everywhere captains of industry, not employees; not 

looking to a distant city to find out what they might do, but looking about among their 

neighbors, finding credit according to their character, not according to their connections, 

finding credit in proportion to what was known to be in them and behind them, not in 

proportion to the securities they held that were approved where they were not known.  In 

order to start an enterprise now, you have to be authenticated, in a perfectly impersonal 

way, not according to yourself, but according to what you own that somebody else 

approves of  your owning. You can not begin such an enterprise as those that have made 

America until you are so authenticated, until you have succeeded in obtaining the good-

will of large allied capitalists. Is that freedom? That is dependence, not freedom.  

 

We used to think in the old-fashioned days when life was very simple that all that 

government had to do was to put on a policeman’s uniform, and say, "Now don’t 

anybody hurt anybody else." We used to say that the ideal of government was for every 

man to be left alone and not interfered with, except when he interfered with somebody 

else; and that the best government was the government that did as little governing as 

possible. That was the idea that obtained in Jefferson’s time. But we are coming now to 

realize that life is so complicated that we are not dealing with the old conditions, and that 

the law has to step in and create new conditions under which we may live, the conditions 

which will make it tolerable for us to live. 

 

It is still intolerable for us to interfere with our individual activities except where it is 

necessary to interfere with them in order to free them.  But I feel confident that if 

Jefferson were living in our day he would see what we see: that the individual is caught 

in a great confused nexus of all sorts of complicated circumstances, and that to leave him 

alone is to leave him helpless as against the obstacles with which he has to contend; and 

that, therefore, law in our day must come to the assistance of the individual.  It must 

come to his assistance to see that he gets fair play:; that is all, but that is much.  Without 

the watchful interference, the resolute interference, of the government, there can be no 

fair play between individuals and such powerful institutions as the trusts.  Freedom today 

is something more than to be left alone.  The program of a government of freedom must 

in these days be positive, not negative merely. 

 

 

 

Wilson's War Message to Congress 

2 April, 1917 
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Gentlemen of the Congress:  

 

I have called the Congress into extraordinary session because there are serious, very 

serious, choices of policy to be made, and made immediately, which it was neither right 

nor constitutionally permissible that I should assume the responsibility of making.  

 

On the 3d of February last I officially laid before you the extraordinary announcement of 

the Imperial German Government that on and after the 1st day of February it was its 

purpose to put aside all restraints of law or of humanity and use its submarines to sink 

every vessel that sought to approach either the ports of Great Britain and Ireland or the 

western coasts of Europe or any of the ports controlled by the enemies of Germany 

within the Mediterranean. That had seemed to be the object of the German submarine 

warfare earlier in the war, but since April of last year the Imperial Government had 

somewhat restrained the commanders of its undersea craft in conformity with its promise 

then given to us that passenger boats should not be sunk and that due warning would be 

given to all other vessels which its submarines might seek to destroy, when no resistance 

was offered or escape attempted, and care taken that their crews were given at least a fair 

chance to save their lives in their open boats. The precautions taken were meagre and 

haphazard enough, as was proved in distressing instance after instance in the progress of 

the cruel and unmanly business, but a certain degree of restraint was observed The new 

policy has swept every restriction aside. Vessels of every kind, whatever their flag, their 

character, their cargo, their destination, their errand, have been ruthlessly sent to the 

bottom without warning and without thought of help or mercy for those on board, the 

vessels of friendly neutrals along with those of belligerents. Even hospital ships and ships 

carrying relief to the sorely bereaved and stricken people of Belgium, though the latter 

were provided with safe-conduct through the proscribed areas by the German 

Government itself and were distinguished by unmistakable marks of identity, have been 

sunk with the same reckless lack of compassion or of principle.  

 

I was for a little while unable to believe that such things would in fact be done by any 

government that had hitherto subscribed to the humane practices of civilized nations. 

International law had its origin in the at tempt to set up some law which would be 

respected and observed upon the seas, where no nation had right of dominion and where 

lay the free highways of the world. By painful stage after stage has that law been built up, 

with meagre enough results, indeed, after all was accomplished that could be 

accomplished, but always with a clear view, at least, of what the heart and conscience of 

mankind demanded. This minimum of right the German Government has swept aside 

under the plea of retaliation and necessity and because it had no weapons which it could 

use at sea except these which it is impossible to employ as it is employing them without 

throwing to the winds all scruples of humanity or of respect for the understandings that 

were supposed to underlie the intercourse of the world. I am not now thinking of the loss 

of property involved, immense and serious as that is, but only of the wanton and 

wholesale destruction of the lives of noncombatants, men, women, and children, engaged 

in pursuits which have always, even in the darkest periods of modern history, been 

deemed innocent and legitimate. Property can be paid for; the lives of peaceful and 

innocent people can not be. The present German submarine warfare against commerce is 

a warfare against mankind.  

 

It is a war against all nations. American ships have been sunk, American lives taken, in 
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ways which it has stirred us very deeply to learn of, but the ships and people of other 

neutral and friendly nations have been sunk and overwhelmed in the waters in the same 

way. There has been no discrimination. The challenge is to all mankind. Each nation 

must decide for itself how it will meet it. The choice we make for ourselves must be 

made with a moderation of counsel and a temperateness of judgment befitting our 

character and our motives as a nation. We must put excited feeling away. Our motive will 

not be revenge or the victorious assertion of the physical might of the nation, but only the 

vindication of right, of human right, of which we are only a single champion.  

 

When I addressed the Congress on the 26th of February last, I thought that it would 

suffice to assert our neutral rights with arms, our right to use the seas against unlawful 

interference, our right to keep our people safe against unlawful violence. But armed 

neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable. Because submarines are in effect outlaws 

when used as the German submarines have been used against merchant shipping, it is 

impossible to defend ships against their attacks as the law of nations has assumed that 

merchantmen would defend themselves against privateers or cruisers, visible craft giving 

chase upon the open sea. It is common prudence in such circumstances, grim necessity 

indeed, to endeavour to destroy them before they have shown their own intention. They 

must be dealt with upon sight, if dealt with at all. The German Government denies the 

right of neutrals to use arms at all within the areas of the sea which it has proscribed, 

even in the defense of rights which no modern publicist has ever before questioned their 

right to defend. The intimation is conveyed that the armed guards which we have placed 

on our merchant ships will be treated as beyond the pale of law and subject to be dealt 

with as pirates would be. Armed neutrality is ineffectual enough at best; in such 

circumstances and in the face of such pretensions it is worse than ineffectual; it is likely 

only to produce what it was meant to prevent; it is practically certain to draw us into the 

war without either the rights or the effectiveness of belligerents. There is one choice we 

can not make, we are incapable of making: we will not choose the path of submission and 

suffer the most sacred rights of our nation and our people to be ignored or violated. The 

wrongs against which we now array ourselves are no common wrongs; they cut to the 

very roots of human life.  

 

With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragical character of the step I am taking 

and of the grave responsibilities which it involves, but in unhesitating obedience to what I 

deem my constitutional duty, I advise that the Congress declare the recent course of the 

Imperial German Government to be in fact nothing less than war against the Government 

and people of the United States; that it formally accept the status of belligerent which has 

thus been thrust upon it, and that it take immediate steps not only to put the country in a 

more thorough state of defense but also to exert all its power and employ all its resources 

to bring the Government of the German Empire to terms and end the war.  

 

What this will involve is clear. It will involve the utmost practicable cooperation in 

counsel and action with the governments now at war with Germany, and, as incident to 

that, the extension to those governments of the most liberal financial credits, in order that 

our resources may so far as possible be added to theirs. It will involve the organization 

and mobilization of all the material resources of the country to supply the materials of 

war and serve the incidental needs of the nation in the most abundant and yet the most 

economical and efficient way possible. It will involve the immediate full equipment of 

the Navy in all respects but particularly in supplying it with the best means of dealing 
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with the enemy's submarines. It will involve the immediate addition to the armed forces 

of the United States already provided for by law in case of war at least 500,000 men, who 

should, in my opinion, be chosen upon the principle of universal liability to service, and 

also the authorization of subsequent additional increments of equal force so soon as they 

may be needed and can be handled in training. It will involve also, of course, the granting 

of adequate credits to the Government, sustained, I hope, so far as they can equitably be 

sustained by the present generation, by well conceived taxation....  

 

While we do these things, these deeply momentous things, let us be very clear, and make 

very clear to all the world what our motives and our objects are. My own thought has not 

been driven from its habitual and normal course by the unhappy events of the last two 

months, and I do not believe that the thought of the nation has been altered or clouded by 

them I have exactly the same things in mind now that I had in mind when I addressed the 

Senate on the 22d of January last; the same that I had in mind when I addressed the 

Congress on the 3d of February and on the 26th of February. Our object now, as then, is 

to vindicate the principles of peace and justice in the life of the world as against selfish 

and autocratic power and to set up amongst the really free and self-governed peoples of 

the world such a concert of purpose and of action as will henceforth ensure the 

observance of those principles. Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the 

peace of the world is involved and the freedom of its peoples, and the menace to that 

peace and freedom lies in the existence of autocratic governments backed by organized 

force which is controlled wholly by their will, not by the will of their people. We have 

seen the last of neutrality in such circumstances. We are at the beginning of an age in 

which it will be insisted that the same standards of conduct and of responsibility for 

wrong done shall be observed among nations and their governments that are observed 

among the individual citizens of civilized states.  

 

We have no quarrel with the German people. We have no feeling towards them but one 

of sympathy and friendship. It was not upon their impulse that their Government acted in 

entering this war. It was not with their previous knowledge or approval. It was a war 

determined upon as wars used to be determined upon in the old, unhappy days when 

peoples were nowhere consulted by their rulers and wars were provoked and waged in the 

interest of dynasties or of little groups of ambitious men who were accustomed to use 

their fellow men as pawns and tools. Self-governed nations do not fill their neighbour 

states with spies or set the course of intrigue to bring about some critical posture of 

affairs which will give them an opportunity to strike and make conquest. Such designs 

can be successfully worked out only under cover and where no one has the right to ask 

questions. Cunningly contrived plans of deception or aggression, carried, it may be, from 

generation to generation, can be worked out and kept from the light only within the 

privacy of courts or behind the carefully guarded confidences of a narrow and privileged 

class. They are happily impossible where public opinion commands and insists upon full 

information concerning all the nation's affairs.  

 

A steadfast concert for peace can never be maintained except by a partnership of 

democratic nations. No autocratic government could be trusted to keep faith within it or 

observe its covenants. It must be a league of honour, a partnership of opinion. Intrigue 

would eat its vitals away; the plottings of inner circles who could plan what they would 

and render account to no one would be a corruption seated at its very heart. Only free 

peoples can hold their purpose and their honour steady to a common end and prefer the 
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interests of mankind to any narrow interest of their own.  

 

Does not every American feel that assurance has been added to our hope for the future 

peace of the world by the wonderful and heartening things that have been happening 

within the last few weeks in Russia? Russia was known by those who knew it best to 

have been always in fact democratic at heart, in all the vital habits of her thought, in all 

the intimate relationships of her people that spoke their natural instinct, their habitual 

attitude towards life. The autocracy that crowned the summit of her political structure, 

long as it had stood and terrible as was the reality of its power, was not in fact Russian in 

origin, character, or purpose; and now it has been shaken off and the great, generous 

Russian people have been added in all their naive majesty and might to the forces that are 

fighting for freedom in the world, for justice, and for peace. Here is a fit partner for a 

league of honour.  

 

One of the things that has served to convince us that the Prussian autocracy was not and 

could never be our friend is that from the very outset of the present war it has filled our 

unsuspecting communities and even our offices of government with spies and set 

criminal intrigues everywhere afoot against our national unity of counsel, our peace 

within and without our industries and our commerce. Indeed it is now evident that its 

spies were here even before the war began; and it is unhappily not a matter of conjecture 

but a fact proved in our courts of justice that the intrigues which have more than once 

come perilously near to disturbing the peace and dislocating the industries of the country 

have been carried on at the instigation, with the support, and even under the personal 

direction of official agents of the Imperial Government accredited to the Government of 

the United States. Even in checking these things and trying to extirpate them we have 

sought to put the most generous interpretation possible upon them because we knew that 

their source lay, not in any hostile feeling or purpose of the German people towards us 

(who were, no doubt, as ignorant of them as we ourselves were), but only in the selfish 

designs of a Government that did what it pleased and told its people nothing. But they 

have played their part in serving to convince us at last that that Government entertains no 

real friendship for us and means to act against our peace and security at its convenience. 

That it means to stir up enemies against us at our very doors the intercepted [<a 

href="zimmerman.html">Zimmermann</a>] note to the German Minister at Mexico City 

is eloquent evidence.  

 

We are accepting this challenge of hostile purpose because we know that in such a 

government, following such methods, we can never have a friend; and that in the 

presence of its organized power, always lying in wait to accomplish we know not what 

purpose, there can be no assured security for the democratic governments of the world. 

We are now about to accept gage of battle with this natural foe to liberty and shall, if 

necessary, spend the whole force of the nation to check and nullify its pretensions and its 

power. We are glad, now that we see the facts with no veil of false pretence about them, 

to fight thus for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its peoples, the 

German peoples included: for the rights of nations great and small and the privilege of 

men everywhere to choose their way of life and of obedience. The world must be made 

safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the tested foundations of political 

liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, no dominion. We seek 

no indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely 

make. We are but one of the champions of the rights of mankind. We shall be satisfied 
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when those rights have been made as secure as the faith and the freedom of nations can 

make them.  

 

Just because we fight without rancour and without selfish object, seeking nothing for 

ourselves but what we shall wish to share with all free peoples, we shall, I feel confident, 

conduct our operations as belligerents without passion and ourselves observe with proud 

punctilio the principles of right and of fair play we profess to be fighting for.  

 

I have said nothing of the governments allied with the Imperial Government of Germany 

because they have not made war upon us or challenged us to defend our right and our 

honour. The Austro-Hungarian Government has, indeed, avowed its unqualified 

endorsement and acceptance of the reckless and lawless submarine warfare adopted now 

without disguise by the Imperial German Government, and it has therefore not been 

possible for this Government to receive Count Tarnowski, the Ambassador recently 

accredited to this Government by the Imperial and Royal Government of Austria-

Hungary; but that Government has not actually engaged in warfare against citizens of the 

United States on the seas, and I take the liberty, for the present at least, of postponing a 

discussion of our relations with the authorities at Vienna. We enter this war only where 

we are clearly forced into it because there are no other means of defending our rights.  

 

It will be all the easier for us to conduct ourselves as belligerents in a high spirit of right 

and fairness because we act without animus, not in enmity towards a people or with the 

desire to bring any injury or disadvantage upon them, but only in armed opposition to an 

irresponsible government which has thrown aside all considerations of humanity and of 

right and is running amuck. We are, let me say again, the sincere friends of the German 

people, and shall desire nothing so much as the early reestablishment of intimate relations 

of mutual advantage between us -- however hard it may be for them, for the time being, 

to believe that this is spoken from our hearts. We have borne with their present 

government through all these bitter months because of that friendship -- exercising a 

patience and forbearance which would otherwise have been impossible. We shall, 

happily, still have an opportunity to prove that friendship in our daily attitude and actions 

towards the millions of men and women of German birth and native sympathy, who live 

amongst us and share our life, and we shall be proud to prove it towards all who are in 

fact loyal to their neighbours and to the Government in the hour of test. They are, most of 

them, as true and loyal Americans as if they had never known any other fealty or 

allegiance. They will be prompt to stand with us in rebuking and restraining the few who 

may be of a different mind and purpose. If there should be disloyalty, it will be dealt with 

with a firm hand of stern repression; but, if it lifts its head at all, it will lift it only here 

and there and without countenance except from a lawless and malignant few.  

 

It is a distressing and oppressive duty, gentlemen of the Congress, which I have 

performed in thus addressing you. There are, it may be, many months of fiery trial and 

sacrifice ahead of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war, into 

the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seeming to be in the 

balance. But the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight for the things which 

we have always carried nearest our hearts -- for democracy, for the right of those who 

submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments, for the rights and liberties 

of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by such a concert of free peoples as 

shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world itself at last free. To such a 
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task we can dedicate our lives and our fortunes, everything that we are and everything 

that we have, with the pride of those who know that the day has come when America is 

privileged to spend her blood and her might for the principles that gave her birth and 

happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God helping her, she can do no other.  
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Woodrow Wilson: The Fourteen Points 

It will be our wish and purpose that the processes of peace, when they are begun, shall be 
absolutely open and that they shall involve and permit henceforth no secret understandings of 
any kind. The day of conquest and aggrandizement is gone by; so is al so the day of secret 
covenants entered into in the interest of particular governments and likely at some unlooked-for 
moment to upset the peace of the world. It is this happy fact, now clear to the view of every public 
man whose thoughts do not still linger in an age that is dead and gone, which makes it possible 
for every nation whose purposes are consistent with justice and the peace of the world to avow 
nor or at any other time the objects it has in view.  

We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the quick and 
made the life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the world secure once 
for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to 
ourselves. It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe 
for every peace-loving nation which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, determine its own 
institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by the other peoples of the world as against 
force and selfish aggression. All the peoples of the world are in effect partners in this interest, and 
for our own part we see very clearly that unless justice be done to others it will not be done to us. 
The program of the world's peace, therefore, is our program; and that program, the only possible 
program, as we see it, is this:  

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international 
understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.  

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in 
war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the 
enforcement of international covenants.  

III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality 
of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for 
its maintenance.  

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest 
point consistent with domestic safety.  

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a 
strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the 
interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the 
government whose title is to be determined.  

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia 
as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her 
an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own 
political development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of 
free nations under institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of 
every kind that she may need and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her 
sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their comprehension 
of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish 
sympathy.  

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to 
limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. No other single act 
will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they have 
themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without 
this healing act the whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired.  



 49 

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to 
France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the 
world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure 
in the interest of all.  

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of 
nationality.  

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded 
and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development.  

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia 
accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one 
another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and 
nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence and 
territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be entered into.  

XII. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, 
but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted 
security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the 
Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all 
nations under international guarantees.  

XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited 
by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, 
and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by 
international covenant.  

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of 
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small 
states alike.  

In regard to these essential rectifications of wrong and assertions of right we feel ourselves to be 
intimate partners of all the governments and peoples associated together against the Imperialists. 
We cannot be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We stand together until the end.  

For such arrangements and covenants we are willing to fight and to continue to fight until they are 
achieved; but only because we wish the right to prevail and desire a just and stable peace such 
as can be secured only by removing the chief provocations to war, which this program does 
remove. We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is nothing in this program that 
impairs it. We grudge her no achievement or distinction of learning or of pacific enterprise such as 
have made her record very bright an d very enviable. We do not wish to injure her or to block in 
any way her legitimate influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with 
hostile arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other peace-
loving nations of the world in covenants of justice and law and fair dealing. We wish her only to 
accept a place of equality among the peoples of the world, -- the new world in which we now live, 
-- instead of a place of mastery. 
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Dulce et Decorum Est 

Wilfred Owen 
 

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,   

Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,   

Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs   

And towards our distant rest began to trudge.   

Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots   

But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;   

Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots   

Of tired, outstripped Five-Nines that dropped behind.  

Gas! Gas! Quick, boys! –  An ecstasy of fumbling,   

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;   

But someone still was yelling out and stumbling,   

And flound'ring like a man in fire or lime . . .   

Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light,   

As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.   

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,   

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.   

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace   

Behind the wagon that we flung him in,   

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,   

His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;   

If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood   

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,   

Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud   

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,   

My friend, you would not tell with such high zest   

To children ardent for some desperate glory,   

The old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est   

Pro patria mori. 
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I Too 
 

I, too, sing America.       

I am the darker brother.      

They send me to eat in the kitchen 

When company comes      

But I laugh,        

And eat well,            

And grow strong.       

 

To-morrow 

I’ll sit at the table 

When company comes 

Nobody’ll dare  

Say to me, 

“Eat in the kitchen” 

Then 

 

Besides, they’ll see how beautiful I am 

And be ashamed,--  

 

I, too, am America 

-Langston Hughes 
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White Houses 

Your door is shut against my tightened face, 

And I am sharp as steel with discontent; 

But I possess the courage and the grace 

To bear my anger proudly and unbent. 

The pavement slabs burn loose beneath my feet, 

A chafing savage, down the decent street, 

And passion rends my vitals as I pass, 

Where boldly shines your shuttered door of glass. 

Oh I must search for wisdom every hour, 

Deep in my wrathful bosom sore and raw, 

And find in it the superhuman power 

To hold me to the letter of your law! 

Oh I must keep my heart inviolate 

Against the potent poison of your hate. 

-Claude McKay 
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The Incident 
 

Once riding in old Baltimore,       

Heart-filled, head-filled with glee.      

I saw a Baltimorean      

Keep looking straight at me.      

 

Now I was eight and very small.       

And he was no whit bigger      

And so I smiled, but he poked out        

His tongue, and called me, “Nigger.”      

 

I saw the whole of Baltimore      

From May until December;      

Of all the things that happened there      

That’s all that I remember.  

-Countee Cullen 
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“My Oklahoma Home” 

Performed by Bruce Springsteen 

When they opened up the strip I was young and full of zip, 
I wanted some place to call my own. 

And so I made the race, and staked me out a place, 

And settled down along the Cimarron. 
 

It blowed away, it blowed away, 

My Oklahoma home, it blowed away. 
It looked so green and fair when I built my shanty there, 

But my Oklahoma home, it blowed away. 

 
I planted wheat and oats, got some chickens and some shoats, 

Aimed to have some ham and eggs to feed my face. 

Got a mule to pull the plow, got an old red muley cow 
And got a fancy mortgage on the place. 

 

It blowed away, it blowed away, 

All the crops I planted blowed away. 

You can't grow any grain if you ain't got any rain; 

All except the mortgage blowed away. 
 

It looked so green and fair, when I built my shanty there, 

I figured I was all set for life. 
I put on my Sunday best with my fancy scalloped vest 

And went to town and picked me out a wife. 
 

She blowed away, she blowed away 

My Oklahoma woman blowed away. 
Mister as I bent and kissed her, she was picked up by a twister; 

My Oklahoma woman blowed away. 

 
Then I was left alone a-listenin' to the moan 

Of the wind around the corners of my shack; 

So I took off down the road when the south wind blowed, 
A-travelin' with the wind at my back. 

 

I blowed away, I blowed away 
Chasin' a dust cloud up ahead. 

Once it looked so green and fair, now it's up there in the air; 

My Oklahoma farm is overhead. 
 

Now I'm always close to home no matter where I roam, 

For Oklahoma dust is everywhere. 
Makes no difference where I'm walkin', I can hear my chickens squawkin' 

I can hear my wife a-talkin' in the air. 

 
It blowed away, it blowed away, 

My Oklahoma home blowed away. 

But my home is always near; it's in the atmosphere, 
My Oklahoma home that blowed away. 

 

I'm a roamin' Oklahoman, but I'm always close to home 
And I'll never get homesick 'til I die. 

No matter where I'm found, my home is all around; 

My Oklahoma home is in the sky. 

 

It blowed away, it blowed away, 

My farm down upon the Cimarron. 
But all around the world, wherever dust is whirled, 

Some is from my Oklahoma home. 

 
It blowed away, it blowed away, 

My Oklahoma home blowed away. 

Oh it's up there in the sky in that dust cloud rolling by, my Oklahoma home is blowed away. 
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“The Ghost of Tom Joad” 

B. Springsteen 

 
Men walkin' 'long the railroad tracks 
Goin' someplace there's no goin' back 
Highway patrol choppers comin' up over the ridge 
Hot soup on a campfire under the bridge 
Shelter line stretchin' round the corner 
Welcome to the new world order 
Families sleepin' in their cars in the southwest 
No home no job no peace no rest 
 
The highway is alive tonight 
But nobody's kiddin' nobody about where it goes 
I'm sittin' down here in the campfire light 
Searchin' for the ghost of Tom Joad 

 
He pulls prayer book out of his sleeping bag 
Preacher lights up a butt and takes a drag 
Waitin' for when the last shall be first and the first shall be last 
In a cardboard box 'neath the underpass 
Got a one-way ticket to the promised land 
You got a hole in your belly and gun in your hand 
Sleeping on a pillow of solid rock 
Bathin' in the city aqueduct 
 
The highway is alive tonight 
But where it's headed everybody knows 
I'm sittin' down here in the campfire light 
Waitin' on the ghost of Tom Joad 
 
Now Tom said "Mom, wherever there's a cop beatin' a guy 
Wherever a hungry newborn baby cries 
Where there's a fight 'gainst the blood and hatred in the air 
Look for me Mom I'll be there 
Wherever there's somebody fightin' for a place to stand 
Or decent job or a helpin' hand 
Wherever somebody's strugglin' to be free 
Look in their eyes Mom you'll see me." 
 
The highway is alive tonight 
But nobody's kiddin' nobody about where it goes 
I'm sittin' downhere in the campfire light 
With the ghost of old Tom Joad 
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“This Land is Your Land” 

Woody Guthrie 

 

This land is your land, This land is my land,  

from California to the New York island;  

From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters  

This land was made for you and me.  

As I was walking that ribbon of highway,  

I saw above me that endless skyway:  

I saw below me that golden valley:  

This land was made for you and me.  

I’ve roamed and rambled and I followed my footsteps  

To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts;  

And all around me a voice was sounding:  

This land was made for you and me.  

When the sun came shining, and I was strolling,  

And the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling,  

As the fog was lifting a voice was chanting:  

This land was made for you and me.  

As I went walking, I saw a sign there,  

And on the sign it said "Private Property."  

But on the other side it didn’t say nothing,  

That side was made for you and me.  

In the shadow of the steeple I saw my people,  

By the relief office I seen my people;  

As they stood there hungry, I stood there asking  

Is this land made for you and me?  

Nobody living can ever stop me,  

As I go walking that freedom highway;  

Nobody living can ever make me turn back,  

this land was made for you and me.  
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt: "The Great Arsenal of Democracy"  
 

My friends:  

This is not a fireside chat on war. It is a talk on national security; because the nub of 

the whole purpose of your President is to keep you now, and your children later, and 

your grandchildren much later, out of a last-ditch war for the preservation of 

American independence, and all of the things that American independence means to 

you and to me and to ours.  

Tonight, in the presence of a world crisis, my mind goes back eight years to a night 

in the midst of a domestic crisis. It was a time when the wheels of American industry 

were grinding to a full stop, when the whole banking system of our country had 

ceased to function. I well remember that while I sat in my study in the White House, 

preparing to talk with the people of the United States, I had before my eyes the 

picture of all those Americans with whom I was talking. I saw the workmen in the 

mills, the mines, the factories, the girl behind the counter, the small shopkeeper, the 

farmer doing his Spring plowing, the widows and the old men wondering about their 

life's savings. I tried to convey to the great mass of American people what the 
banking crisis meant to them in their daily lives.  

Tonight, I want to do the same thing, with the same people, in this new crisis which 

faces America. We met the issue of 1933 with courage and realism. We face this new 

crisis, this new threat to the security of our nation, with the same courage and 

realism. Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock has our American 

civilization been in such danger as now. For on September 27th, 1940 -- this year -- 

by an agreement signed in Berlin, three powerful nations, two in Europe and one in 

Asia, joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States of America 

interfered with or blocked the expansion program of these three nations -- a 

program aimed at world control -- they would unite in ultimate action against the 

United States.  

The Nazi masters of Germany have made it clear that they intend not only to 

dominate all life and thought in their own country, but also to enslave the whole of 

Europe, and then to use the resources of Europe to dominate the rest of the world. It 

was only three weeks ago that their leader stated this: "There are two worlds that 

stand opposed to each other." And then in defiant reply to his opponents he said 

this: "Others are correct when they say: 'With this world we cannot ever reconcile 

ourselves.''' I can beat any other power in the world." So said the leader of the 

Nazis.  

In other words, the Axis not merely admits but the Axis proclaims that there can be 

no ultimate peace between their philosophy -- their philosophy of government -- and 

our philosophy of government. In view of the nature of this undeniable threat, it can 

be asserted, properly and categorically, that the United States has no right or reason 

to encourage talk of peace until the day shall come when there is a clear intention on 

the part of the aggressor nations to abandon all thought of dominating or conquering 
the world.  

At this moment the forces of the States that are leagued against all peoples who live 

in freedom are being held away from our shores. The Germans and the Italians are 

being blocked on the other side of the Atlantic by the British and by the Greeks, and 
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by thousands of soldiers and sailors who were able to escape from subjugated 

countries. In Asia the Japanese are being engaged by the Chinese nation in another 

great defense. In the Pacific Ocean is our fleet.  

Some of our people like to believe that wars in Europe and in Asia are of no concern 

to us. But it is a matter of most vital concern to us that European and Asiatic war-

makers should not gain control of the oceans which lead to this hemisphere. One 

hundred and seventeen years ago the Monroe Doctrine was conceived by our 

government as a measure of defense in the face of a threat against this hemisphere 

by an alliance in Continental Europe. Thereafter, we stood guard in the Atlantic, with 

the British as neighbors. There was no treaty. There was no "unwritten agreement." 

And yet there was the feeling, proven correct by history, that we as neighbors could 

settle any disputes in peaceful fashion. And the fact is that during the whole of this 

time the Western Hemisphere has remained free from aggression from Europe or 
from Asia.  

Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack anywhere in the Americas 

while a free Britain remains our most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? And 

does anyone seriously believe, on the other hand, that we could rest easy if the Axis 

powers were our neighbors there? If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will 

control the Continents of Europe, Asia, Africa, Austral-Asia, and the high seas. And 

they will be in a position to bring enormous military and naval resources against this 

hemisphere. It is no exaggeration to say that all of us in all the Americas would be 

living at the point of a gun -- a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic as well 

as military. We should enter upon a new and terrible era in which the whole world, 

our hemisphere included, would be run by threats of brute force. And to survive in 

such a world, we would have to convert ourselves permanently into a militaristic 
power on the basis of war economy.  

Some of us like to believe that even if Britain falls, we are still safe, because of the 

broad expanse of the Atlantic and of the Pacific. But the width of those oceans is not 

what it was in the days of clipper ships. At one point between Africa and Brazil the 

distance is less than it is from Washington to Denver, Colorado, five hours for the 

latest type of bomber. And at the north end of the Pacific Ocean, America and Asia 

almost touch each other. Why, even today we have planes that could fly from the 

British Isles to New England and back again without refueling. And remember that 
the range of the modern bomber is ever being increased.  

During the past week many people in all parts of the nation have told me what they 

wanted me to say tonight. Almost all of them expressed a courageous desire to hear 

the plain truth about the gravity of the situation. One telegram, however, expressed 

the attitude of the small minority who want to see no evil and hear no evil, even 

though they know in their hearts that evil exists. That telegram begged me not to 

tell again of the ease with which our American cities could be bombed by any hostile 

power which had gained bases in this Western Hemisphere. The gist of that telegram 

was: "Please, Mr. President, don't frighten us by telling us the facts." Frankly and 

definitely there is danger ahead -- danger against which we must prepare. But we 

well know that we cannot escape danger, or the fear of danger, by crawling into bed 
and pulling the covers over our heads.  

Some nations of Europe were bound by solemn nonintervention pacts with Germany. 

Other nations were assured by Germany that they need never fear invasion. 

Nonintervention pact or not, the fact remains that they were attacked, overrun, 

thrown into modern slavery at an hour's notice -- or even without any notice at all. 

As an exiled leader of one of these nations said to me the other day, "The notice was 
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a minus quantity. It was given to my government two hours after German troops 

had poured into my country in a hundred places." The fate of these nations tells us 

what it means to live at the point of a Nazi gun.  

The Nazis have justified such actions by various pious frauds. One of these frauds is 

the claim that they are occupying a nation for the purpose of "restoring order." 

Another is that they are occupying or controlling a nation on the excuse that they are 

"protecting it" against the aggression of somebody else. For example, Germany has 

said that she was occupying Belgium to save the Belgians from the British. Would 

she then hesitate to say to any South American country: "We are occupying you to 

protect you from aggression by the United States"? Belgium today is being used as 

an invasion base against Britain, now fighting for its life. And any South American 

country, in Nazi hands, would always constitute a jumping off place for German 
attack on any one of the other republics of this hemisphere.  

Analyze for yourselves the future of two other places even nearer to Germany if the 

Nazis won. Could Ireland hold out? Would Irish freedom be permitted as an amazing 

pet exception in an unfree world? Or the islands of the Azores, which still fly the flag 

of Portugal after five centuries? You and I think of Hawaii as an outpost of defense in 

the Pacific. And yet the Azores are closer to our shores in the Atlantic than Hawaii is 
on the other side.  

There are those who say that the Axis powers would never have any desire to attack 

the Western Hemisphere. That is the same dangerous form of wishful thinking which 

has destroyed the powers of resistance of so many conquered peoples. The plain 

facts are that the Nazis have proclaimed, time and again, that all other races are 

their inferiors and therefore subject to their orders. And most important of all, the 

vast resources and wealth of this American hemisphere constitute the most tempting 
loot in all of the round world.  

Let us no longer blind ourselves to the undeniable fact that the evil forces which 

have crushed and undermined and corrupted so many others are already within our 

own gates. Your government knows much about them and every day is ferreting 

them out. Their secret emissaries are active in our own and in neighboring countries. 

They seek to stir up suspicion and dissension, to cause internal strife. They try to 

turn capital against labor, and vice versa. They try to reawaken long slumbering 

racial and religious enmities which should have no place in this country. They are 

active in every group that promotes intolerance. They exploit for their own ends our 

own natural  abhorrence of war. These trouble-breeders have but one purpose. It is 

to divide our people, to divide them into hostile groups and to destroy our unity and 

shatter our will to defend ourselves.  

There are also American citizens, many of them in high places, who, unwittingly in 

most cases, are aiding and abetting the work of these agents. I do not charge these 

American citizens with being foreign agents. But I do charge them with doing exactly 

the kind of work that the dictators want done in the United States. These people not 

only believe that we can save our own skins by shutting our eyes to the fate of other 

nations. Some of them go much further than that. They say that we can and should 

become the friends and even the partners of the Axis powers. Some of them even 

suggest that we should imitate the methods of the dictatorships. But Americans 
never can and never will do that.  

The experience of the past two years has proven beyond doubt that no nation can 

appease the Nazis. No man can tame a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can be 

no appeasement with ruthlessness. There can be no reasoning with an incendiary 
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bomb. We know now that a nation can have peace with the Nazis only at the price of 

total surrender. Even the people of Italy have been forced to become accomplices of 

the Nazis; but at this moment they do not know how soon they will be embraced to 
death by their allies.  

The American appeasers ignore the warning to be found in the fate of Austria, 

Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, and France. 

They tell you that the Axis powers are going to win anyway; that all of this bloodshed 

in the world could be saved, that the United States might just as well throw its 

influence into the scale of a dictated peace and get the best out of it that we can. 

They call it a "negotiated peace." Nonsense! Is it a negotiated peace if a gang of 

outlaws surrounds your community and on threat of extermination makes you pay 

tribute to save your own skins? For such a dictated peace would be no peace at all. It 

would be only another armistice, leading to the most gigantic armament race and the 

most devastating trade wars in all history. And in these contests the Americas would 

offer the only real resistance to the Axis power. With all their vaunted efficiency, with 

all their parade of pious purpose in this war, there are still in their background the 
concentration camp and the servants of God in chains.  

The history of recent years proves that the shootings and the chains and the 

concentration camps are not simply the transient tools but the very altars of modern 

dictatorships. They may talk of a "new order" in the world, but what they have in 

mind is only a revival of the oldest and the worst tyranny. In that there is no liberty, 

no religion, no hope. The proposed "new order" is the very opposite of a United 

States of Europe or a United States of Asia. It is not a government based upon the 

consent of the governed. It is not a union of ordinary, self-respecting men and 

women to protect themselves and their freedom and their dignity from oppression. It 
is an unholy alliance of power and pelf to dominate and to enslave the human race.  

The British people and their allies today are conducting an active war against this 

unholy alliance. Our own future security is greatly dependent on the outcome of that 

fight. Our ability to "keep out of war" is going to be affected by that outcome. 

Thinking in terms of today and tomorrow, I make the direct statement to the 

American people that there is far less chance of the United States getting into war if 

we do all we can now to support the nations defending themselves against attack by 

the Axis than if  we acquiesce in their defeat, submit tamely to an Axis victory, and 
wait our turn to be the object of attack in another war later on.  

If we are to be completely honest with ourselves, we must admit that there is risk in 

any course we may take. But I deeply believe that the great majority of our people 

agree that the course that I advocate involves the least risk now and the greatest 
hope for world peace in the future.  

The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their 

fighting. They ask us for the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the 

freighters which will enable them to fight for their liberty and for our security. 

Emphatically, we must get these weapons to them, get them to them in sufficient 

volume and quickly enough so that we and our children will be saved the agony and 
suffering of war which others have had to endure.  

Let not the defeatists tell us that it is too late. It will never be earlier. Tomorrow will 
be later than today.  

Certain facts are self-evident.  
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In a military sense Great Britain and the British Empire are today the spearhead of 

resistance to world conquest. And they are putting up a fight which will live forever 

in the story of human gallantry. There is no demand for sending an American 

expeditionary force outside our own borders. There is no intention by any member of 

your government to send such a force. You can therefore, nail, nail any talk about 

sending armies to Europe as deliberate untruth. Our national policy is not directed 

toward war. Its sole purpose is to keep war away from our country and away from 
our people.  

Democracy's fight against world conquest is being greatly aided, and must be more 

greatly aided, by the rearmament of the United States and by sending every ounce 

and every ton of munitions and supplies that we can possibly spare to help the 

defenders who are in the front lines. And it is no more un-neutral for us to do that 

than it is for Sweden, Russia, and other nations near Germany to send steel and ore 
and oil and other war materials into Germany every day in the week.  

We are planning our own defense with the utmost urgency, and in its vast scale we 

must integrate the war needs of Britain and the other free nations which are resisting 

aggression. This is not a matter of sentiment or of controversial personal opinion. It 

is a matter of realistic, practical military policy, based on the advice of our military 

experts who are in close touch with existing warfare. These military and naval 

experts and the members of the Congress and the Administration have a single-
minded purpose: the defense of the United States.  

This nation is making a great effort to produce everything that is necessary in this 

emergency, and with all possible speed. And this great effort requires great sacrifice. 

I would ask no one to defend a democracy which in turn would not defend every one 

in the nation against want and privation. The strength of this nation shall not be 

diluted by the failure of the government to protect the economic well-being of its 

citizens. If our capacity to produce is limited by machines, it must ever be 

remembered that these machines are operated by the skill and the stamina of the 

workers.  

As the government is determined to protect the rights of the workers, so the nation 

has a right to expect that the men who man the machines will discharge their full 

responsibilities to the urgent needs of defense. The worker possesses the same 

human dignity and is entitled to the same security of position as the engineer or the 

manager or the owner. For the workers provide the human power that turns out the 

destroyers, and the planes, and the tanks. The nation expects our defense industries 

to continue operation without interruption by strikes or lockouts. It expects and 

insists that management and workers will reconcile their differences by voluntary or 

legal means, to continue to produce the supplies that are so sorely needed. And on 

the economic side of our great defense program, we are, as you know, bending 

every effort to maintain stability of prices and with that the stability of the cost of 

living.  

Nine days ago I announced the setting up of a more effective organization to direct 

our gigantic efforts to increase the production of munitions. The appropriation of vast 

sums of money and a well-coordinated executive direction of our defense efforts are 

not in themselves enough. Guns, planes, ships and many other things have to be 

built in the factories and the arsenals of America. They have to be produced by 

workers and managers and engineers with the aid of machines which in turn have to 

be built by hundreds of thousands of workers throughout the land. In this great work 

there has been splendid cooperation between the government and industry and 
labor. And I am very thankful.  
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American industrial genius, unmatched throughout all the world in the solution of 

production problems, has been called upon to bring its resources and its talents into 

action. Manufacturers of watches, of farm implements, of Linotypes and cash 

registers and automobiles, and sewing machines and lawn mowers and locomotives, 

are now making fuses and bomb packing crates and telescope mounts and shells and 
pistols and tanks.  

But all of our present efforts are not enough. We must have more ships, more guns, 

more planes -- more of everything. And this can be accomplished only if we discard 

the notion of "business as usual." This job cannot be done merely by superimposing 

on the existing productive facilities the added requirements of the nation for defense. 

Our defense efforts must not be blocked by those who fear the future consequences 

of surplus plant capacity. The possible consequences of failure of our defense efforts 

now are much more to be feared. And after the present needs of our defense are 

past, a proper handling of the country's peacetime needs will require all of the new 

productive capacity, if not still more. No pessimistic policy about the future of 

America shall delay the immediate expansion of those industries essential to 
defense. We need them.  

I want to make it clear that it is the purpose of the nation to build now with all 

possible speed every machine, every arsenal, every factory that we need to 

manufacture our defense material. We have the men, the skill, the wealth, and 

above all, the will. I am confident that if and when production of consumer or luxury 

goods in certain industries requires the use of machines and raw materials that are 

essential for defense purposes, then such production must yield, and will gladly 

yield, to our primary and compelling purpose.  

So I appeal to the owners of plants, to the managers, to the workers, to our own 

government employees to put every ounce of effort into producing these munitions 

swiftly and without stint. With this appeal I give you the pledge that all of us who are 

officers of your government will devote ourselves to the same whole-hearted extent 

to the great task that lies ahead.  

As planes and ships and guns and shells are produced, your government, with its 

defense experts, can then determine how best to use them to defend this 

hemisphere. The decision as to how much shall be sent abroad and how much shall 

remain at home must be made on the basis of our overall military necessities.  

We must be the great arsenal of democracy.  

For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to our 

task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of 
patriotism and sacrifice as we would show were we at war.  

We have furnished the British great material support and we will furnish far more in 

the future. There will be no "bottlenecks" in our determination to aid Great Britain. 

No dictator, no combination of dictators, will weaken that determination by threats of 

how they will construe that determination. The British have received invaluable 

military support from the heroic Greek Army and from the forces of all the 

governments in exile. Their strength is growing. It is the strength of men and women 

who value their freedom more highly than they value their lives.  

I believe that the Axis powers are not going to win this war. I base that belief on the 
latest and best of information.  



 63 

We have no excuse for defeatism. We have every good reason for hope -- hope for 

peace, yes, and hope for the defense of our civilization and for the building of a 

better civilization in the future. I have the profound conviction that the American 

people are now determined to put forth a mightier effort than they have ever yet 

made to increase our production of all the implements of defense, to meet the threat 
to our democratic faith.  

As President of the United States, I call for that national effort. I call for it in the 

name of this nation which we love and honor and which we are privileged and proud 

to serve. I call upon our people with absolute confidence that our common cause will 
greatly succeed. 
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Harry S. Truman: "The Truman Doctrine" 
 

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congress of the United States:  

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my 

appearance before a joint session of the Congress. The foreign policy and the 

national security of this country are involved. One aspect of the present situation, 

which I present to you at this time for your consideration and decision, concerns 

Greece and Turkey. The United States has received from the Greek Government an 

urgent appeal for financial and economic assistance. Preliminary reports from the 

American Economic Mission now in Greece and reports from the American 

Ambassador in Greece corroborate the statement of the Greek Government that 

assistance is imperative if Greece is to survive as a free nation.  

I do not believe that the American people and the Congress wish to turn a deaf ear 

to the appeal of the Greek Government. Greece is not a rich country. Lack of  

sufficient natural resources has always forced the Greek people to work hard to 

make both ends meet. Since 1940, this industrious, peace loving country has 

suffered invasion, four years of cruel enemy occupation, and bitter internal strife.  

When forces of liberation entered Greece they found that the retreating Germans had 

destroyed virtually all the railways, roads, port facilities, communications, and 

merchant marine. More than a thousand villages had been burned. Eighty-five 

percent of the children were tubercular. Livestock, poultry, and draft animals had 

almost disappeared. Inflation had wiped out practically all savings. As a result of 

these tragic conditions, a militant minority, exploiting human want and misery, was 

able to create political chaos which, until now, has made economic recovery 

impossible.  

Greece is today without funds to finance the importation of those goods which are 

essential to bare subsistence. Under these circumstances, the people of Greece 

cannot make progress in solving their problems of reconstruction. Greece is in 

desperate need of financial and economic assistance to enable it to resume 

purchases of food, clothing, fuel, and seeds. These are indispensable for the 

subsistence of its people and are obtainable only from abroad. Greece must have 

help to import the goods necessary to restore internal order and security, so 

essential for economic and political recovery. The Greek Government has also asked 

for the assistance of experienced American administrators, economists, and 

technicians to insure that the financial and other aid given to Greece shall be used 

effectively in creating a stable and self-sustaining economy and in improving its 

public administration.  

The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of 

several thousand armed men, led by Communists, who defy the government's 

authority at a number of points, particularly along the northern boundaries. A 

Commission appointed by the United Nations security Council is at present 

investigating disturbed conditions in northern Greece and alleged border violations 

along the frontiers between Greece on the one hand and Albania, Bulgaria, and 
Yugoslavia on the other.  

Meanwhile, the Greek Government is unable to cope with the situation. The Greek 

army is small and poorly equipped. It needs supplies and equipment if it is to restore 

authority of the government throughout Greek territory. Greece must have 

assistance if it is to become a self-supporting and self-respecting democracy. The 
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United States must supply this assistance. We have already extended to Greece 

certain types of relief and economic aid. But these are inadequate. There is no other 

country to which democratic Greece can turn. No other nation is willing and able to 
provide the necessary support for a democratic Greek government.  

The British Government, which has been helping Greece, can give no further financial 

or economic aid after March 31st. Great Britain finds itself under the necessity of 

reducing or liquidating its commitments in several parts of the world, including 

Greece.  

We have considered how the United Nations might assist in this crisis. But the 

situation is an urgent one, requiring immediate action, and the United Nations and its 
related organizations are not in a position to extend help of the kind that is required.  

It is important to note that the Greek Government has asked for our aid in utilizing 

effectively the financial and other assistance we may give to Greece, and in 

improving its public administration. It is of the utmost importance that we supervise 

the use of any funds made available to Greece in such a manner that each dollar 

spent will count toward making Greece self-supporting, and will help to build an 
economy in which a healthy democracy can flourish.  

No government is perfect. One of the chief virtues of a democracy, however, is that 

its defects are always visible and under democratic processes can be pointed out and 

corrected. The Government of Greece is not perfect. Nevertheless it represents 

eighty-five percent of the members of the Greek Parliament who were chosen in an 

election last year. Foreign observers, including 692 Americans, considered this 

election to be a fair expression of the views of the Greek people.  

The Greek Government has been operating in an atmosphere of chaos and 

extremism. It has made mistakes. The extension of aid by this country does not 

mean that the United States condones everything that the Greek Government has 

done or will do. We have condemned in the past, and we condemn now, extremist 

measures of the right or the left. We have in the past advised tolerance, and we 
advise tolerance now.  

Greek's [sic] neighbor, Turkey, also deserves our attention. The future of Turkey, as 

an independent and economically sound state, is clearly no less important to the 

freedom-loving peoples of the world than the future of Greece. The circumstances in 

which Turkey finds itself today are considerably different from those of Greece. 

Turkey has been spared the disasters that have beset Greece. And during the war, 
the United States and Great Britain furnished Turkey with material aid.  

Nevertheless, Turkey now needs our support. Since the war, Turkey has sought 

additional financial assistance from Great Britain and the United States for the 

purpose of effecting that modernization necessary for the maintenance of its national 

integrity. That integrity is essential to the preservation of order in the Middle East. 

The British government has informed us that, owing to its own difficulties, it can no 

longer extend financial or economic aid to Turkey. As in the case of Greece, if Turkey 

is to have the assistance it needs, the United States must supply it. We are the only 
country able to provide that help.  

I am fully aware of the broad implications involved if the United States extends 

assistance to Greece and Turkey, and I shall discuss these implications with you at 

this time. One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is 

the creation of conditions in which we and other nations will be able to work out a 
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way of life free from coercion. This was a fundamental issue in the war with Germany 

and Japan. Our victory was won over countries which sought to impose their will, 

and their way of life, upon other nations.  

To ensure the peaceful development of nations, free from coercion, the United States 

has taken a leading part in establishing the United Nations. The United Nations is 

designed to make possible lasting freedom and independence for all its members. We 

shall not realize our objectives, however, unless we are willing to help free peoples 

to maintain their free institutions and their national integrity against aggressive 

movements that seek to impose upon them totalitarian regimes. This is no more 

than a frank recognition that totalitarian regimes imposed upon free peoples, by 

direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of international peace, and 

hence the security of the United States.  

The peoples of a number of countries of the world have recently had totalitarian 

regimes forced upon them against their will. The Government of the United States 

has made frequent protests against coercion and intimidation in violation of the Yalta 

agreement in Poland, Rumania, and Bulgaria. I must also state that in a number of 

other countries there have been similar developments.  

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between 

alternative ways of life. The choice is too often not a free one. One way of life is 

based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions, 

representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom 

of speech and religion, and freedom from political oppression. The second way of life 

is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon 

terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio, fixed elections, and the 

suppression of personal freedoms.  

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who 
are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.  

I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own destinies in their 
own way.  

I believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid which 
is essential to economic stability and orderly political processes.  

 The world is not static, and the status quo is not sacred. But we cannot allow 

changes in the status quo in violation of the Charter of the United Nations by such 

methods as coercion, or by such subterfuges as political infiltration. In helping free 

and independent nations to maintain their freedom, the United States will be giving 
effect to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.  

It is necessary only to glance at a map to realize that the survival and integrity of 

the Greek nation are of grave importance in a much wider situation. If Greece should 

fall under the control of an armed minority, the effect upon its neighbor, Turkey, 

would be immediate and serious. Confusion and disorder might well spread 

throughout the entire Middle East. Moreover, the disappearance of Greece as an 

independent state would have a profound effect upon those countries in Europe 

whose peoples are struggling against great difficulties to maintain their freedoms and 
their independence while they repair the damages of war.  

It would be an unspeakable tragedy if these countries, which have struggled so long 

against overwhelming odds, should lose that victory for which they sacrificed so 
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much. Collapse of free institutions and loss of independence would be disastrous not 

only for them but for the world. Discouragement and possibly failure would quickly 

be the lot of neighboring peoples striving to maintain their freedom and 
independence.  

Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far 
reaching to the West as well as to the East.  

We must take immediate and resolute action. I therefore ask the Congress to 

provide authority for assistance to Greece and Turkey in the amount of 

$400,000,000 for the period ending June 30, 1948. In requesting these funds, I have 

taken into consideration the maximum amount of relief assistance which would be 

furnished to Greece out of the $350,000,000 which I recently requested that the 

Congress authorize for the prevention of starvation and suffering in countries 

devastated by the war.  

In addition to funds, I ask the Congress to authorize the detail of American civilian 

and military personnel to Greece and Turkey, at the request of those countries, to 

assist in the tasks of reconstruction, and for the purpose of supervising the use of 

such financial and material assistance as may be furnished. I recommend that 

authority also be provided for the instruction and training of selected Greek and 

Turkish personnel. Finally, I ask that the Congress provide authority which will 

permit the speediest and most effective use, in terms of needed commodities, 

supplies, and equipment, of such funds as may be authorized. If further funds, or 

further authority, should be needed for the purposes indicated in this message, I 

shall not hesitate to bring the situation before the Congress. On this subject the 
Executive and Legislative branches of the Government must work together.  

This is a serious course upon which we embark. I would not recommend it except 

that the alternative is much more serious. The United States contributed 

$341,000,000,000 toward winning World War II. This is an investment in world 

freedom and world peace. The assistance that I am recommending for Greece and 

Turkey amounts to little more than 1 tenth of 1 percent of this investment. It is only 

common sense that we should safeguard this investment and make sure that it was 

not in vain. The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They 

spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth 

when the hope of a people for a better life has died.  

We must keep that hope alive.  

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. If 

we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world. And we shall 
surely endanger the welfare of this nation.  

Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift movement of events.  

I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities squarely.  
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John F. Kennedy: Inaugural Address 

Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice 

President Nixon, President Truman, Reverend Clergy, fellow citizens: 

 

We observe today not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom -- symbolizing 

an end, as well as a beginning -- signifying renewal, as well as change. For I have 

sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears prescribed 

nearly a century and three-quarters ago. 

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to 

abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same 

revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe 

-- the belief that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state, but 

from the hand of God. 

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word 

go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been 

passed to a new generation of Americans -- born in this century, tempered by war, 

disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to 

witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has 

always been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around 

the world. 

 

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, 

bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure 
the survival and the success of liberty. 

This much we pledge -- and more. 

 

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the 

loyalty of faithful friends. United there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative 

ventures. Divided there is little we can do -- for we dare not meet a powerful 
challenge at odds and split asunder. 

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word 

that one form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced 

by a far more iron tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our 

view. But we shall always hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom -

- and to remember that, in the past, those who foolishly sought power by riding the 
back of the tiger ended up inside. 

To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the 

bonds of mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for 

whatever period is required -- not because the Communists may be doing it, not 

because we seek their votes, but because it is right. If a free society cannot help the 
many who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich. 

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge: to convert our 

good words into good deeds, in a new alliance for progress, to assist free men and 

free governments in casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of 

hope cannot become the prey of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we 

shall join with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Americas. 

And let every other power know that this hemisphere intends to remain the master 
of its own house. 
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To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, our last best hope in 

an age where the instruments of war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we 

renew our pledge of support -- to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for 

invective, to strengthen its shield of the new and the weak, and to enlarge the area 

in which its writ may run. 

 

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a 

pledge but a request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the 

dark powers of destruction unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned or 

accidental self-destruction. 

 

We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient 
beyond doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed. 

But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our 

present course -- both sides overburdened by the cost of modern weapons, both 

rightly alarmed by the steady spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that 
uncertain balance of terror that stays the hand of mankind's final war. 

 

So let us begin anew -- remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of 

weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of 
fear, but let us never fear to negotiate. 

Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems 

which divide us. 

 

Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals for the 

inspection and control of arms, and bring the absolute power to destroy other 

nations under the absolute control of all nations. 

 

Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together 

let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean 

depths, and encourage the arts and commerce. 

 

Let both sides unite to heed, in all corners of the earth, the command of Isaiah -- to 

"undo the heavy burdens, and [to] let the oppressed go free."¹ 

 

And, if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both 

sides join in creating a new endeavor -- not a new balance of power, but a new world 

of law -- where the strong are just, and the weak secure, and the peace preserved. 

 

All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the 

first one thousand days; nor in the life of this Administration; nor even perhaps in 

our lifetime on this planet. But let us begin. 

 

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or 

failure of our course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans 

has been summoned to give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young 

Americans who answered the call to service surround the globe. 

 

Now the trumpet summons us again -- not as a call to bear arms, though arms we 

need -- not as a call to battle, though embattled we are -- but a call to bear the 

burden of a long twilight struggle, year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope; patient in 
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tribulation,"² a struggle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, 
disease, and war itself. 

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, 

East and West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in 

that historic effort? 
 

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role 

of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this 

responsibility -- I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places 

with any other people or any other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion 

which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it. And the 

glow from that fire can truly light the world. 

 

And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you; ask what 

you can do for your country. 

 

My fellow citizens of the world, ask not what America will do for you, but what 
together we can do for the freedom of man. 

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here 

the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good 

conscience our only sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go 

forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that 
here on earth God's work must truly be our own. 
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Declaration of Independence, 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1945 

"All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 

rights, among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness"  

This immortal statement was made in the Declaration of Independence of the United 

States of America m 1776. In a broader sense, this means: All the peoples on the earth are 

equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free.  

The Declaration of the French Revolution made in 1791 on the Rights of Man and the 

Citizen also states: "All men are born free and with equal rights, and must always remain 

free and have equal rights." Those are undeniable truths.  

Nevertheless, for more than eighty years, the French imperialists, abusing the standard of 

Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, have violated our Fatherland and oppressed our fellow-

citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice. In the field of 

politics, they have deprived our people of every democratic liberty.  

They have enforced inhuman laws; they have set up three distinct political regimes in the 

North, the Center and the South of Vietnam in order to wreck our national unity and 

prevent our people from being united.  

They have built more prisons than schools. They have mercilessly slain our patriots- they 

have drowned our uprisings in rivers of blood. They have fettered public opinion; they 

have practised obscurantism against our people. To weaken our race they have forced us 

to use opium and alcohol.  

In the fields of economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone, impoverished our 

people, and devastated our land.  

They have robbed us of our rice fields, our mines, our forests, and our raw materials. 

They have monopolised the issuing of bank-notes and the export trade.  

They have invented numerous unjustifiable taxes and reduced our people, especially our 

peasantry, to a state of extreme poverty.  

They have hampered the prospering of our national bourgeoisie; they have mercilessly 

exploited our workers.  

In the autumn of 1940, when the Japanese Fascists violated Indochina's territory to 

establish new bases in their fight against the Allies, the French imperialists went down on 

their bended knees and handed over our country to them.  

Thus, from that date, our people were subjected to the double yoke of the French and the 

Japanese. Their sufferings and miseries increased. The result was that from the end of last 

year to the beginning of this year, from Quang Tri province to the North of Vietnam, 



 72 

more than two rnillion of our fellow-citizens died from starvation. On March 9, the 

French troops were disarmed by the lapanese. The French colonialists either fled or 

surrendered, showing that not only were they incapable of "protecting" us, but that, in the 

span of five years, they had twice sold our country to the Japanese.  

On several occasions before March 9, the Vietminh League urged the French to ally 

themselves with it against the Japanese. Instead of agreeing to this proposal, the French 

colonialists so intensified their terrorist activities against the Vietminh members that 

before fleeing they massacred a great number of our political prisoners detained at Yen 

Bay and Cao Bang.  

Not withstanding all this, our fellow-citizens have always manifested toward the French a 

tolerant and humane attitude. Even after the Japanese putsch of March 1945, the 

Vietminh League helped many Frenchmen to cross the frontier, rescued some of them 

from Japanese jails, and protected French lives and property.  

From the autumn of 1940, our country had in fact ceased to be a French colony and had 

become a Japanese possession.  

After the Japanese had surrendered to the Allies, our whole people rose to regain our 

national sovereignty and to found the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.  

The truth is that we have wrested our independence from the Japanese and not from the 

French  

The French have fled, the Japanese have capitulated, Emperor Bao Dai has abdicated. 

Our people have broken the chains which for nearly a century have fettered them and 

have won independence for the Fatherland. Our people at the same time have overthrown 

the monarchic regime that has reigned supreme for dozens of centuries. In its place has 

been established the present Democratic Republic.  

For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government, representing the whole 

Vietnamese people, declare that from now on we break off all relations of a colonial 

character with France; we repeal all the international obligation that France has so far 

subscribed to on behalf of Vietnam and we abolish all the special rights the French have 

unlawfully acquired in our Fatherland.  

The whole Vietnamese people, animated by a common purpose, are determined to fight 

to the bitter end against any attempt by the French colonialists to reconquer their country.  

We are convinced that the Allied nations which at Tehran and San Francisco have 

acknowledged the principles of self-determination and equality of nations, will not refuse 

to acknowledge the independence of Vietnam.  

A people who have courageously opposed French domination for more than eighty years, 

a people who have fought side by side with the Allies against the Fascists during these 

last years, such a people must be free and independent.  
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For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government of the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam, solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a 

free and independent countryÑand in fact it is so already. The entire Vietnamese people 

are determined to mobilise all their physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives 

and property in order to safeguard their independence and liberty.  
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The Tonkin Gulf Incident; 1964 

President Johnson's Message to Congress August 5, 1964 

 

 

Last night I announced to the American people that the North Vietnamese regime had 

conducted further deliberate attacks against U.S. naval vessels operating in international 

waters, and I had therefore directed air action against gunboats and supporting facilities 

used in these hostile operations. This air action has now been carried out with substantial 

damage to the boats and facilities. Two U.S. aircraft were lost in the action.  

 

After consultation with the leaders of both parties in the Congress, I further announced a 

decision to ask the Congress for a resolution expressing the unity and determination of 

the United States in supporting freedom and in protecting peace in southeast Asia.  

These latest actions of the North Vietnamese regime has given a new and grave turn to 

the already serious situation in southeast Asia. Our commitments in that area are well 

known to the Congress. They were first made in 1954 by President Eisenhower. They 

were further defined in the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty approved by the 

Senate in February 1955.  

 

This treaty with its accompanying protocol obligates the United States and other 

members to act in accordance with their constitutional processes to meet Communist 

aggression against any of the parties or protocol states.  

 

Our policy in southeast Asia has been consistent and unchanged since 1954. I 

summarized it on June 2 in four simple propositions:  

 

America keeps her word. Here as elsewhere, we must and shall honor our commitments.  

The issue is the future of southeast Asia as a whole. A threat to any nation in that region 

is a threat to all, and a threat to us.  

Our purpose is peace. We have no military, political, or territorial ambitions in the area.  

This is not just a jungle war, but a struggle for freedom on every front of human activity. 

Our military and economic assistance to South Vietnam and Laos in particular has the 

purpose of helping these countries to repel aggression and strengthen their independence.  

The threat to the free nations of southeast Asia has long been clear. The North 

Vietnamese regime has constantly sought to take over South Vietnam and Laos. This 

Communist regime has violated the Geneva accords for Vietnam. It has systematically 

conducted a campaign of subversion, which includes the direction, training, and supply of 

personnel and arms for the conduct of guerrilla warfare in South Vietnamese territory. In 

Laos, the North Vietnamese regime has maintained military forces, used Laotian territory 

for infiltration into South Vietnam, and most recently carried out combat operations - all 

in direct violation of the Geneva Agreements of 1962.  

In recent months, the actions of the North Vietnamese regime have become steadily more 

threatening...  

 

As President of the United States I have concluded that I should now ask the Congress, 

on its part, to join in affirming the national determination that all such attacks will be met, 

and that the United States will continue in its basic policy of assisting the free nations of 

the area to defend their freedom.  

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/usmulti/usmu003.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/usmulti/usmu003.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/usmulti/usmu004.htm
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As I have repeatedly made clear, the United States intends no rashness, and seeks no 

wider war. We must make it clear to all that the United States is united in its 

determination to bring about the end of Communist subversion and aggression in the 

area. We seek the full and effective restoration of the international agreements signed in 

Geneva in 1954, with respect to South Vietnam, and again in Geneva in 1962, with 

respect to Laos...  

 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

That the Congress approves and supports the determination of the President, as 

Commander in Chief, to take all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the 

forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression.  

The United States regards as vital to its national interest and to world peace the 

maintenance of international peace and security in southeast Asia. Consonant with the 

Constitution of the United States and the Charter of the United Nations and in accordance 

with its obligations under the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty, the United States 

is, therefore, prepared, as the President determines, to take all necessary steps, including 

the use of armed force, to assist any member or protocol state of the Southeast Asia 

Collective Defense Treaty requesting assistance in defense of its freedom.  

Section 3. This resolution shall expire when the President shall determine that the peace 

and security of the area is reasonably assured by international conditions created by 

action of the United Nations or otherwise, except that it may be terminated earlier by 

concurrent resolution of the Congress.  
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"Letter from Birmingham Jail" 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

16 April 1963 

My Dear Fellow Clergymen: 

 

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent statement 

calling my present activities "unwise and untimely." Seldom do I pause to answer 

criticism of my work and ideas. If I sought to answer all the criticisms that cross my desk, 

my secretaries would have little time for anything other than such correspondence in the 

course of the day, and I would have no time for constructive work. But since I feel that 

you are men of genuine good will and that your criticisms are sincerely set forth, I want 

to try to answer your statement in what I hope will be patient and reasonable terms. 

I think I should indicate why I am here in Birmingham, since you have been influenced 

by the view which argues against "outsiders coming in." I have the honor of serving as 

president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, an organization operating in 

every southern state, with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. We have some eighty five 

affiliated organizations across the South, and one of them is the Alabama Christian 

Movement for Human Rights. Frequently we share staff, educational and financial 

resources with our affiliates. Several months ago the affiliate here in Birmingham asked 

us to be on call to engage in a nonviolent direct action program if such were deemed 

necessary. We readily consented, and when the hour came we lived up to our promise. So 

I, along with several members of my staff, am here because I was invited here. I am here 

because I have organizational ties here. 

But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the prophets of 

the eighth century B.C. left their villages and carried their "thus saith the Lord" far 

beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village of 

Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco Roman 

world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my own home town. 

Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid. 

Moreover, I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot 

sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice 

anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of 

mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all 

indirectly. Never again can we afford to live with the narrow, provincial "outside 

agitator" idea. Anyone who lives inside the United States can never be considered an 

outsider anywhere within its bounds. 

You deplore the demonstrations taking place in Birmingham. But your statement, I am 

sorry to say, fails to express a similar concern for the conditions that brought about the 

demonstrations. I am sure that none of you would want to rest content with the superficial 

kind of social analysis that deals merely with effects and does not grapple with 

underlying causes. It is unfortunate that demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham, 
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but it is even more unfortunate that the city's white power structure left the Negro 

community with no alternative. 

In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic steps: collection of the facts to determine 

whether injustices exist; negotiation; self purification; and direct action. We have gone 

through all these steps in Birmingham. There can be no gainsaying the fact that racial 

injustice engulfs this community. Birmingham is probably the most thoroughly 

segregated city in the United States. Its ugly record of brutality is widely known. Negroes 

have experienced grossly unjust treatment in the courts. There have been more unsolved 

bombings of Negro homes and churches in Birmingham than in any other city in the 

nation. These are the hard, brutal facts of the case. On the basis of these conditions, 

Negro leaders sought to negotiate with the city fathers. But the latter consistently refused 

to engage in good faith negotiation. 

Then, last September, came the opportunity to talk with leaders of Birmingham's 

economic community. In the course of the negotiations, certain promises were made by 

the merchants--for example, to remove the stores' humiliating racial signs. On the basis of 

these promises, the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and the leaders of the Alabama 

Christian Movement for Human Rights agreed to a moratorium on all demonstrations. As 

the weeks and months went by, we realized that we were the victims of a broken promise. 

A few signs, briefly removed, returned; the others remained. As in so many past 

experiences, our hopes had been blasted, and the shadow of deep disappointment settled 

upon us. We had no alternative except to prepare for direct action, whereby we would 

present our very bodies as a means of laying our case before the conscience of the local 

and the national community. Mindful of the difficulties involved, we decided to 

undertake a process of self purification. We began a series of workshops on nonviolence, 

and we repeatedly asked ourselves: "Are you able to accept blows without retaliating?" 

"Are you able to endure the ordeal of jail?" We decided to schedule our direct action 

program for the Easter season, realizing that except for Christmas, this is the main 

shopping period of the year. Knowing that a strong economic-withdrawal program would 

be the by product of direct action, we felt that this would be the best time to bring 

pressure to bear on the merchants for the needed change. 

Then it occurred to us that Birmingham's mayoral election was coming up in March, and 

we speedily decided to postpone action until after election day. When we discovered that 

the Commissioner of Public Safety, Eugene "Bull" Connor, had piled up enough votes to 

be in the run off, we decided again to postpone action until the day after the run off so 

that the demonstrations could not be used to cloud the issues. Like many others, we 

waited to see Mr. Connor defeated, and to this end we endured postponement after 

postponement. Having aided in this community need, we felt that our direct action 

program could be delayed no longer. 

You may well ask: "Why direct action? Why sit ins, marches and so forth? Isn't 

negotiation a better path?" You are quite right in calling for negotiation. Indeed, this is 

the very purpose of direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis 

and foster such a tension that a community which has constantly refused to negotiate is 

forced to confront the issue. It seeks so to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be 

ignored. My citing the creation of tension as part of the work of the nonviolent resister 

may sound rather shocking. But I must confess that I am not afraid of the word "tension." 
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I have earnestly opposed violent tension, but there is a type of constructive, nonviolent 

tension which is necessary for growth. Just as Socrates felt that it was necessary to create 

a tension in the mind so that individuals could rise from the bondage of myths and half 

truths to the unfettered realm of creative analysis and objective appraisal, so must we see 

the need for nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of tension in society that will help men 

rise from the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of understanding 

and brotherhood. The purpose of our direct action program is to create a situation so 

crisis packed that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation. I therefore concur with 

you in your call for negotiation. Too long has our beloved Southland been bogged down 

in a tragic effort to live in monologue rather than dialogue. 

One of the basic points in your statement is that the action that I and my associates have 

taken in Birmingham is untimely. Some have asked: "Why didn't you give the new city 

administration time to act?" The only answer that I can give to this query is that the new 

Birmingham administration must be prodded about as much as the outgoing one, before it 

will act. We are sadly mistaken if we feel that the election of Albert Boutwell as mayor 

will bring the millennium to Birmingham. While Mr. Boutwell is a much more gentle 

person than Mr. Connor, they are both segregationists, dedicated to maintenance of the 

status quo. I have hope that Mr. Boutwell will be reasonable enough to see the futility of 

massive resistance to desegregation. But he will not see this without pressure from 

devotees of civil rights. My friends, I must say to you that we have not made a single gain 

in civil rights without determined legal and nonviolent pressure. Lamentably, it is an 

historical fact that privileged groups seldom give up their privileges voluntarily. 

Individuals may see the moral light and voluntarily give up their unjust posture; but, as 

Reinhold Niebuhr has reminded us, groups tend to be more immoral than individuals. 

We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the 

oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly, I have yet to engage in a 

direct action campaign that was "well timed" in the view of those who have not suffered 

unduly from the disease of segregation. For years now I have heard the word "Wait!" It 

rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing familiarity. This "Wait" has almost always 

meant "Never." We must come to see, with one of our distinguished jurists, that "justice 

too long delayed is justice denied." 

We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God given rights. The 

nations of Asia and Africa are moving with jetlike speed toward gaining political 

independence, but we still creep at horse and buggy pace toward gaining a cup of coffee 

at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of 

segregation to say, "Wait." But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers 

and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have seen hate 

filled policemen curse, kick and even kill your black brothers and sisters; when you see 

the vast majority of your twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of 

poverty in the midst of an affluent society; when you suddenly find your tongue twisted 

and your speech stammering as you seek to explain to your six year old daughter why she 

can't go to the public amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see 

tears welling up in her eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, 

and see ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her little mental sky, and see 

her beginning to distort her personality by developing an unconscious bitterness toward 

white people; when you have to concoct an answer for a five year old son who is asking: 
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"Daddy, why do white people treat colored people so mean?"; when you take a cross 

county drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners 

of your automobile because no motel will accept you; when you are humiliated day in 

and day out by nagging signs reading "white" and "colored"; when your first name 

becomes "nigger," your middle name becomes "boy" (however old you are) and your last 

name becomes "John," and your wife and mother are never given the respected title 

"Mrs."; when you are harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a 

Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance, never quite knowing what to expect next, and 

are plagued with inner fears and outer resentments; when you are forever fighting a 

degenerating sense of "nobodiness"--then you will understand why we find it difficult to 

wait. There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer 

willing to be plunged into the abyss of despair. I hope, sirs, you can understand our 

legitimate and unavoidable impatience. You express a great deal of anxiety over our 

willingness to break laws. This is certainly a legitimate concern. Since we so diligently 

urge people to obey the Supreme Court's decision of 1954 outlawing segregation in the 

public schools, at first glance it may seem rather paradoxical for us consciously to break 

laws. One may well ask: "How can you advocate breaking some laws and obeying 

others?" The answer lies in the fact that there are two types of laws: just and unjust. I 

would be the first to advocate obeying just laws. One has not only a legal but a moral 

responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, one has a moral responsibility to disobey 

unjust laws. I would agree with St. Augustine that "an unjust law is no law at all." 

Now, what is the difference between the two? How does one determine whether a law is 

just or unjust? A just law is a man made code that squares with the moral law or the law 

of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law. To put it in the 

terms of St. Thomas Aquinas: An unjust law is a human law that is not rooted in eternal 

law and natural law. Any law that uplifts human personality is just. Any law that 

degrades human personality is unjust. All segregation statutes are unjust because 

segregation distorts the soul and damages the personality. It gives the segregator a false 

sense of superiority and the segregated a false sense of inferiority. Segregation, to use the 

terminology of the Jewish philosopher Martin Buber, substitutes an "I it" relationship for 

an "I thou" relationship and ends up relegating persons to the status of things. Hence 

segregation is not only politically, economically and sociologically unsound, it is morally 

wrong and sinful. Paul Tillich has said that sin is separation. Is not segregation an 

existential expression of man's tragic separation, his awful estrangement, his terrible 

sinfulness? Thus it is that I can urge men to obey the 1954 decision of the Supreme 

Court, for it is morally right; and I can urge them to disobey segregation ordinances, for 

they are morally wrong. 

Let us consider a more concrete example of just and unjust laws. An unjust law is a code 

that a numerical or power majority group compels a minority group to obey but does not 

make binding on itself. This is difference made legal. By the same token, a just law is a 

code that a majority compels a minority to follow and that it is willing to follow itself. 

This is sameness made legal. Let me give another explanation. A law is unjust if it is 

inflicted on a minority that, as a result of being denied the right to vote, had no part in 

enacting or devising the law. Who can say that the legislature of Alabama which set up 

that state's segregation laws was democratically elected? Throughout Alabama all sorts of 

devious methods are used to prevent Negroes from becoming registered voters, and there 

are some counties in which, even though Negroes constitute a majority of the population, 
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not a single Negro is registered. Can any law enacted under such circumstances be 

considered democratically structured? 

Sometimes a law is just on its face and unjust in its application. For instance, I have been 

arrested on a charge of parading without a permit. Now, there is nothing wrong in having 

an ordinance which requires a permit for a parade. But such an ordinance becomes unjust 

when it is used to maintain segregation and to deny citizens the First-Amendment 

privilege of peaceful assembly and protest. 

I hope you are able to see the distinction I am trying to point out. In no sense do I 

advocate evading or defying the law, as would the rabid segregationist. That would lead 

to anarchy. One who breaks an unjust law must do so openly, lovingly, and with a 

willingness to accept the penalty. I submit that an individual who breaks a law that 

conscience tells him is unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in 

order to arouse the conscience of the community over its injustice, is in reality expressing 

the highest respect for law. 

Of course, there is nothing new about this kind of civil disobedience. It was evidenced 

sublimely in the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to obey the laws of 

Nebuchadnezzar, on the ground that a higher moral law was at stake. It was practiced 

superbly by the early Christians, who were willing to face hungry lions and the 

excruciating pain of chopping blocks rather than submit to certain unjust laws of the 

Roman Empire. To a degree, academic freedom is a reality today because Socrates 

practiced civil disobedience. In our own nation, the Boston Tea Party represented a 

massive act of civil disobedience. 

We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was "legal" and 

everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was "illegal." It was "illegal" 

to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler's Germany. Even so, I am sure that, had I lived in 

Germany at the time, I would have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers. If today I 

lived in a Communist country where certain principles dear to the Christian faith are 

suppressed, I would openly advocate disobeying that country's antireligious laws. 

I must make two honest confessions to you, my Christian and Jewish brothers. First, I 

must confess that over the past few years I have been gravely disappointed with the white 

moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great 

stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's Counciler or the 

Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; 

who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is 

the presence of justice; who constantly says: "I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I 

cannot agree with your methods of direct action"; who paternalistically believes he can 

set the timetable for another man's freedom; who lives by a mythical concept of time and 

who constantly advises the Negro to wait for a "more convenient season." Shallow 

understanding from people of good will is more frustrating than absolute 

misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more 

bewildering than outright rejection. 

I had hoped that the white moderate would understand that law and order exist for the 

purpose of establishing justice and that when they fail in this purpose they become the 
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dangerously structured dams that block the flow of social progress. I had hoped that the 

white moderate would understand that the present tension in the South is a necessary 

phase of the transition from an obnoxious negative peace, in which the Negro passively 

accepted his unjust plight, to a substantive and positive peace, in which all men will 

respect the dignity and worth of human personality. Actually, we who engage in 

nonviolent direct action are not the creators of tension. We merely bring to the surface the 

hidden tension that is already alive. We bring it out in the open, where it can be seen and 

dealt with. Like a boil that can never be cured so long as it is covered up but must be 

opened with all its ugliness to the natural medicines of air and light, injustice must be 

exposed, with all the tension its exposure creates, to the light of human conscience and 

the air of national opinion before it can be cured. 

In your statement you assert that our actions, even though peaceful, must be condemned 

because they precipitate violence. But is this a logical assertion? Isn't this like 

condemning a robbed man because his possession of money precipitated the evil act of 

robbery? Isn't this like condemning Socrates because his unswerving commitment to truth 

and his philosophical inquiries precipitated the act by the misguided populace in which 

they made him drink hemlock? Isn't this like condemning Jesus because his unique God 

consciousness and never ceasing devotion to God's will precipitated the evil act of 

crucifixion? We must come to see that, as the federal courts have consistently affirmed, it 

is wrong to urge an individual to cease his efforts to gain his basic constitutional rights 

because the quest may precipitate violence. Society must protect the robbed and punish 

the robber. I had also hoped that the white moderate would reject the myth concerning 

time in relation to the struggle for freedom. I have just received a letter from a white 

brother in Texas. He writes: "All Christians know that the colored people will receive 

equal rights eventually, but it is possible that you are in too great a religious hurry. It has 

taken Christianity almost two thousand years to accomplish what it has. The teachings of 

Christ take time to come to earth." Such an attitude stems from a tragic misconception of 

time, from the strangely irrational notion that there is something in the very flow of time 

that will inevitably cure all ills. Actually, time itself is neutral; it can be used either 

destructively or constructively. More and more I feel that the people of ill will have used 

time much more effectively than have the people of good will. We will have to repent in 

this generation not merely for the hateful words and actions of the bad people but for the 

appalling silence of the good people. Human progress never rolls in on wheels of 

inevitability; it comes through the tireless efforts of men willing to be co workers with 

God, and without this hard work, time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social 

stagnation. We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to 

do right. Now is the time to make real the promise of democracy and transform our 

pending national elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood. Now is the time to lift our 

national policy from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of human dignity. 

You speak of our activity in Birmingham as extreme. At first I was rather disappointed 

that fellow clergymen would see my nonviolent efforts as those of an extremist. I began 

thinking about the fact that I stand in the middle of two opposing forces in the Negro 

community. One is a force of complacency, made up in part of Negroes who, as a result 

of long years of oppression, are so drained of self respect and a sense of "somebodiness" 

that they have adjusted to segregation; and in part of a few middle-class Negroes who, 

because of a degree of academic and economic security and because in some ways they 

profit by segregation, have become insensitive to the problems of the masses. The other 
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force is one of bitterness and hatred, and it comes perilously close to advocating violence. 

It is expressed in the various black nationalist groups that are springing up across the 

nation, the largest and best known being Elijah Muhammad's Muslim movement. 

Nourished by the Negro's frustration over the continued existence of racial 

discrimination, this movement is made up of people who have lost faith in America, who 

have absolutely repudiated Christianity, and who have concluded that the white man is an 

incorrigible "devil." 

I have tried to stand between these two forces, saying that we need emulate neither the 

"do nothingism" of the complacent nor the hatred and despair of the black nationalist. For 

there is the more excellent way of love and nonviolent protest. I am grateful to God that, 

through the influence of the Negro church, the way of nonviolence became an integral 

part of our struggle. If this philosophy had not emerged, by now many streets of the 

South would, I am convinced, be flowing with blood. And I am further convinced that if 

our white brothers dismiss as "rabble rousers" and "outside agitators" those of us who 

employ nonviolent direct action, and if they refuse to support our nonviolent efforts, 

millions of Negroes will, out of frustration and despair, seek solace and security in black 

nationalist ideologies--a development that would inevitably lead to a frightening racial 

nightmare. 

Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The yearning for freedom eventually 

manifests itself, and that is what has happened to the American Negro. Something within 

has reminded him of his birthright of freedom, and something without has reminded him 

that it can be gained. Consciously or unconsciously, he has been caught up by the 

Zeitgeist, and with his black brothers of Africa and his brown and yellow brothers of 

Asia, South America and the Caribbean, the United States Negro is moving with a sense 

of great urgency toward the promised land of racial justice. If one recognizes this vital 

urge that has engulfed the Negro community, one should readily understand why public 

demonstrations are taking place. The Negro has many pent up resentments and latent 

frustrations, and he must release them. So let him march; let him make prayer 

pilgrimages to the city hall; let him go on freedom rides -and try to understand why he 

must do so. If his repressed emotions are not released in nonviolent ways, they will seek 

expression through violence; this is not a threat but a fact of history. So I have not said to 

my people: "Get rid of your discontent." Rather, I have tried to say that this normal and 

healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative outlet of nonviolent direct action. 

And now this approach is being termed extremist. But though I was initially disappointed 

at being categorized as an extremist, as I continued to think about the matter I gradually 

gained a measure of satisfaction from the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for love: 

"Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 

for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." Was not Amos an extremist for 

justice: "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream." 

Was not Paul an extremist for the Christian gospel: "I bear in my body the marks of the 

Lord Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist: "Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise, so 

help me God." And John Bunyan: "I will stay in jail to the end of my days before I make 

a butchery of my conscience." And Abraham Lincoln: "This nation cannot survive half 

slave and half free." And Thomas Jefferson: "We hold these truths to be self evident, that 

all men are created equal . . ." So the question is not whether we will be extremists, but 

what kind of extremists we will be. Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be 

extremists for the preservation of injustice or for the extension of justice? In that dramatic 
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scene on Calvary's hill three men were crucified. We must never forget that all three were 

crucified for the same crime--the crime of extremism. Two were extremists for 

immorality, and thus fell below their environment. The other, Jesus Christ, was an 

extremist for love, truth and goodness, and thereby rose above his environment. Perhaps 

the South, the nation and the world are in dire need of creative extremists. 

I had hoped that the white moderate would see this need. Perhaps I was too optimistic; 

perhaps I expected too much. I suppose I should have realized that few members of the 

oppressor race can understand the deep groans and passionate yearnings of the oppressed 

race, and still fewer have the vision to see that injustice must be rooted out by strong, 

persistent and determined action. I am thankful, however, that some of our white brothers 

in the South have grasped the meaning of this social revolution and committed 

themselves to it. They are still all too few in quantity, but they are big in quality. Some -

such as Ralph McGill, Lillian Smith, Harry Golden, James McBride Dabbs, Ann Braden 

and Sarah Patton Boyle--have written about our struggle in eloquent and prophetic terms. 

Others have marched with us down nameless streets of the South. They have languished 

in filthy, roach infested jails, suffering the abuse and brutality of policemen who view 

them as "dirty nigger-lovers." Unlike so many of their moderate brothers and sisters, they 

have recognized the urgency of the moment and sensed the need for powerful "action" 

antidotes to combat the disease of segregation. Let me take note of my other major 

disappointment. I have been so greatly disappointed with the white church and its 

leadership. Of course, there are some notable exceptions. I am not unmindful of the fact 

that each of you has taken some significant stands on this issue. I commend you, 

Reverend Stallings, for your Christian stand on this past Sunday, in welcoming Negroes 

to your worship service on a nonsegregated basis. I commend the Catholic leaders of this 

state for integrating Spring Hill College several years ago. 

But despite these notable exceptions, I must honestly reiterate that I have been 

disappointed with the church. I do not say this as one of those negative critics who can 

always find something wrong with the church. I say this as a minister of the gospel, who 

loves the church; who was nurtured in its bosom; who has been sustained by its spiritual 

blessings and who will remain true to it as long as the cord of life shall lengthen. 

When I was suddenly catapulted into the leadership of the bus protest in Montgomery, 

Alabama, a few years ago, I felt we would be supported by the white church. I felt that 

the white ministers, priests and rabbis of the South would be among our strongest allies. 

Instead, some have been outright opponents, refusing to understand the freedom 

movement and misrepresenting its leaders; all too many others have been more cautious 

than courageous and have remained silent behind the anesthetizing security of stained 

glass windows. 

In spite of my shattered dreams, I came to Birmingham with the hope that the white 

religious leadership of this community would see the justice of our cause and, with deep 

moral concern, would serve as the channel through which our just grievances could reach 

the power structure. I had hoped that each of you would understand. But again I have 

been disappointed. 

I have heard numerous southern religious leaders admonish their worshipers to comply 

with a desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longed to hear white 
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ministers declare: "Follow this decree because integration is morally right and because 

the Negro is your brother." In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I 

have watched white churchmen stand on the sideline and mouth pious irrelevancies and 

sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and 

economic injustice, I have heard many ministers say: "Those are social issues, with which 

the gospel has no real concern." And I have watched many churches commit themselves 

to a completely other worldly religion which makes a strange, un-Biblical distinction 

between body and soul, between the sacred and the secular. 

I have traveled the length and breadth of Alabama, Mississippi and all the other southern 

states. On sweltering summer days and crisp autumn mornings I have looked at the 

South's beautiful churches with their lofty spires pointing heavenward. I have beheld the 

impressive outlines of her massive religious education buildings. Over and over I have 

found myself asking: "What kind of people worship here? Who is their God? Where were 

their voices when the lips of Governor Barnett dripped with words of interposition and 

nullification? Where were they when Governor Wallace gave a clarion call for defiance 

and hatred? Where were their voices of support when bruised and weary Negro men and 

women decided to rise from the dark dungeons of complacency to the bright hills of 

creative protest?" 

Yes, these questions are still in my mind. In deep disappointment I have wept over the 

laxity of the church. But be assured that my tears have been tears of love. There can be no 

deep disappointment where there is not deep love. Yes, I love the church. How could I do 

otherwise? I am in the rather unique position of being the son, the grandson and the great 

grandson of preachers. Yes, I see the church as the body of Christ. But, oh! How we have 

blemished and scarred that body through social neglect and through fear of being 

nonconformists. 

There was a time when the church was very powerful--in the time when the early 

Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those 

days the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of 

popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society. Whenever the 

early Christians entered a town, the people in power became disturbed and immediately 

sought to convict the Christians for being "disturbers of the peace" and "outside 

agitators."' But the Christians pressed on, in the conviction that they were "a colony of 

heaven," called to obey God rather than man. Small in number, they were big in 

commitment. They were too God-intoxicated to be "astronomically intimidated." By their 

effort and example they brought an end to such ancient evils as infanticide and 

gladiatorial contests. Things are different now. So often the contemporary church is a 

weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound. So often it is an archdefender of the 

status quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence of the church, the power structure of 

the average community is consoled by the church's silent--and often even vocal--sanction 

of things as they are. 

But the judgment of God is upon the church as never before. If today's church does not 

recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the 

loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning for the 

twentieth century. Every day I meet young people whose disappointment with the church 

has turned into outright disgust. 
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Perhaps I have once again been too optimistic. Is organized religion too inextricably 

bound to the status quo to save our nation and the world? Perhaps I must turn my faith to 

the inner spiritual church, the church within the church, as the true ekklesia and the hope 

of the world. But again I am thankful to God that some noble souls from the ranks of 

organized religion have broken loose from the paralyzing chains of conformity and joined 

us as active partners in the struggle for freedom. They have left their secure 

congregations and walked the streets of Albany, Georgia, with us. They have gone down 

the highways of the South on tortuous rides for freedom. Yes, they have gone to jail with 

us. Some have been dismissed from their churches, have lost the support of their bishops 

and fellow ministers. But they have acted in the faith that right defeated is stronger than 

evil triumphant. Their witness has been the spiritual salt that has preserved the true 

meaning of the gospel in these troubled times. They have carved a tunnel of hope through 

the dark mountain of disappointment. I hope the church as a whole will meet the 

challenge of this decisive hour. But even if the church does not come to the aid of justice, 

I have no despair about the future. I have no fear about the outcome of our struggle in 

Birmingham, even if our motives are at present misunderstood. We will reach the goal of 

freedom in Birmingham and all over the nation, because the goal of America is freedom. 

Abused and scorned though we may be, our destiny is tied up with America's destiny. 

Before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth, we were here. Before the pen of Jefferson etched 

the majestic words of the Declaration of Independence across the pages of history, we 

were here. For more than two centuries our forebears labored in this country without 

wages; they made cotton king; they built the homes of their masters while suffering gross 

injustice and shameful humiliation -and yet out of a bottomless vitality they continued to 

thrive and develop. If the inexpressible cruelties of slavery could not stop us, the 

opposition we now face will surely fail. We will win our freedom because the sacred 

heritage of our nation and the eternal will of God are embodied in our echoing demands. 

Before closing I feel impelled to mention one other point in your statement that has 

troubled me profoundly. You warmly commended the Birmingham police force for 

keeping "order" and "preventing violence." I doubt that you would have so warmly 

commended the police force if you had seen its dogs sinking their teeth into unarmed, 

nonviolent Negroes. I doubt that you would so quickly commend the policemen if you 

were to observe their ugly and inhumane treatment of Negroes here in the city jail; if you 

were to watch them push and curse old Negro women and young Negro girls; if you were 

to see them slap and kick old Negro men and young boys; if you were to observe them, as 

they did on two occasions, refuse to give us food because we wanted to sing our grace 

together. I cannot join you in your praise of the Birmingham police department. 

It is true that the police have exercised a degree of discipline in handling the 

demonstrators. In this sense they have conducted themselves rather "nonviolently" in 

public. But for what purpose? To preserve the evil system of segregation. Over the past 

few years I have consistently preached that nonviolence demands that the means we use 

must be as pure as the ends we seek. I have tried to make clear that it is wrong to use 

immoral means to attain moral ends. But now I must affirm that it is just as wrong, or 

perhaps even more so, to use moral means to preserve immoral ends. Perhaps Mr. Connor 

and his policemen have been rather nonviolent in public, as was Chief Pritchett in 

Albany, Georgia, but they have used the moral means of nonviolence to maintain the 

immoral end of racial injustice. As T. S. Eliot has said: "The last temptation is the 

greatest treason: To do the right deed for the wrong reason." 
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I wish you had commended the Negro sit inners and demonstrators of Birmingham for 

their sublime courage, their willingness to suffer and their amazing discipline in the midst 

of great provocation. One day the South will recognize its real heroes. They will be the 

James Merediths, with the noble sense of purpose that enables them to face jeering and 

hostile mobs, and with the agonizing loneliness that characterizes the life of the pioneer. 

They will be old, oppressed, battered Negro women, symbolized in a seventy two year 

old woman in Montgomery, Alabama, who rose up with a sense of dignity and with her 

people decided not to ride segregated buses, and who responded with ungrammatical 

profundity to one who inquired about her weariness: "My feets is tired, but my soul is at 

rest." They will be the young high school and college students, the young ministers of the 

gospel and a host of their elders, courageously and nonviolently sitting in at lunch 

counters and willingly going to jail for conscience' sake. One day the South will know 

that when these disinherited children of God sat down at lunch counters, they were in 

reality standing up for what is best in the American dream and for the most sacred values 

in our Judaeo Christian heritage, thereby bringing our nation back to those great wells of 

democracy which were dug deep by the founding fathers in their formulation of the 

Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. 

Never before have I written so long a letter. I'm afraid it is much too long to take your 

precious time. I can assure you that it would have been much shorter if I had been writing 

from a comfortable desk, but what else can one do when he is alone in a narrow jail cell, 

other than write long letters, think long thoughts and pray long prayers? 

 

If I have said anything in this letter that overstates the truth and indicates an unreasonable 

impatience, I beg you to forgive me. If I have said anything that understates the truth and 

indicates my having a patience that allows me to settle for anything less than 

brotherhood, I beg God to forgive me. 

 

I hope this letter finds you strong in the faith. I also hope that circumstances will soon 

make it possible for me to meet each of you, not as an integrationist or a civil-rights 

leader but as a fellow clergyman and a Christian brother. Let us all hope that the dark 

clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away and the deep fog of misunderstanding will 

be lifted from our fear drenched communities, and in some not too distant tomorrow the 

radiant stars of love and brotherhood will shine over our great nation with all their 

scintillating beauty. 

Yours for the cause of Peace and Brotherhood,  

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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A Change Is Gonna Come 

Sam Cooke (1964) 

   

I was born by the river in a little tent  

And just like the river, I've been running ever since  

It's been a long time coming  

But I know a change is gonna come  

   

It's been too hard living, but I'm afraid to die  

I don't know what's up there beyond the sky  

It's been a long time coming  

But I know a change is gonna come  

   

I go to the movie, and I go downtown  

Somebody keep telling me "Don't hang around"  

It's been a long time coming  

But I know a change is gonna come  

   

Then I go to my brother and I say, "Brother, help me please"  

But he winds up knocking me back down on my knees  

   

There've been times that I've thought I couldn't last for long  

But now I think I'm able to carry on  

It's been a long time coming  

But I know a change is gonna come  
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“Southern Man” 

Neil Young 
 

Southern man 
better keep your head 
Don't forget 
what your good book said 
Southern change 
gonna come at last 
Now your crosses 
are burning fast 
Southern man 
 
I saw cotton 
and I saw black 
Tall white mansions 
and little shacks. 
Southern man 
when will you 
pay them back? 
I heard screamin' 
and bullwhips cracking 
How long? How long? 
 
Southern man 
better keep your head 
Don't forget 
what your good book said 
Southern change 
gonna come at last 
Now your crosses 
are burning fast 
Southern man 
 
Lily Belle, 
your hair is golden brown 
I've seen your black man 
comin' round 
Swear by God 
I'm gonna cut him down! 
I heard screamin' 
and bullwhips cracking 
How long? How long? 
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“The Wild West is Where I Want to Be” 

Tom Lehrer 

 

Along the trail you'll find me lopin' 

Where the spaces are wide open, 

In the land of the old A.E.C. (yea-hah!) 

Where the scenery's attractive, 

And the air is radioactive, 

Oh, the wild west is where I wanna be. 

 

Mid the sagebrush and the cactus, 

I'll watch the fellas practice 

Droppin' bombs through the clean desert breeze. 

I'll have on my sombrero, 

And of course I'll wear a pair o' 

Levis over my lead B.V.D.'s. 

 

Ah will leave the city's rush, 

Leave the fancy and the plush, 

Leave the snow and leave the slush 

And the crowds. 

Ah will seek the desert's hush, 

Where the scenery is lush, 

How I long to see the mushroom clouds. 

 

'Mid the yuccas and the thistles 

I'll watch the guided missiles, 

While the old F.B.I. watches me. (yea-hah!) 

Yes, I'll soon make my appearance 

(Soon as I can get my clearance), 

'Cause the wild west is where I wanna be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


